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WIRES: 

Xinhua News (China) 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/world/2009-12/18/content_12665193.htm  
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AFP   

02 Sep 2009 Assistance for landmine victims 'laggin g': campaign group 

Geneva, Sept 2, 2009 (AFP) -  
Campaigners on Wednesday called on an upcoming conference on the international ban on 
landmines to boost flagging assistance for amputees and other victims of landmine explosions. 
Handicap International found that two-thirds of victims felt that their needs have been ignored in 
national aid, following a survey of 1,561 landmine survivors in 25 countries. 
 
Only 36 percent of victims have seen progress in medical care since 2005, and just 21 percent 
found that psychological support had improved. 
Unemployment among survivors is also a serious problem, and nine out of 10 survivors had the 
impression that they were last in the queue for jobs. 
 
"There is a lack of focus when it comes to the victims... the report shows that victim assistance is 
still lagging behind," said Marc Joolen, director-general of Handicap International. 
"Cartagena is an unique opportunity to change this," he added. 
 
The second review conference of the 156 nation Mine Ban Treaty, aimed at taking stock of 
progress on implementing the treaty since 2004, is to be held from November 30 to December 4 
in Cartagena, Colombia. 
 
According to some official estimates in 2004, between 60 million and 110 million antipersonnel 
mines remain scattered around the world, with heavy concentrations in Afghanistan, Cambodia 
and Bosnia. These mines kill or maim a person every 22 minutes, on average. 
 
Stan Brabant, who heads Handicap International's policy unit, noted that while the treaty dealt 
with the issue of arms control, it failed to provide much-needed support for victims. 
"The mine ban treaty is fantastic except for victim assistance," said Brabant. 
 
Firoz Alizada, who lost his legs after stepping on a landmine when he was 12, said he had been 
offered no first aid, no peer support or psychological support after the incident. 
 
Due to complications after his first operation, he had had to undergo seven others in the four 
months following the incident. 
 
"For the first, second, even third years, I was traumatised. Even now after 13 years, I feel I have 
trauma. It's because I didn't get the crucial and important support in the beginning," he said, 
underlining the importance of victim support. 
 
For Austrian European and International Affairs Minister Michael Spindelegger, this was an 
"important reality check." 
"Much more needs to be done. For us, it's the time to listen, and then to act accordingly," he 
added. 
 
The 1997 treaty, also known as the Ottawa Convention, bans the use, production, stockpiling and 
transfer of antipersonnel mines and calls for mined areas around the world to be cleared within 10 
years. hmn/pac/jj 

See also: http://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/International/Aid-for-landmine-victims-lagging.html 
https://www.ipotindonesia.com/news.php?page=detail&id=291616 
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Reuters  
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE5810HI20090902?sp=true 
 
Countries do little to help landmine victims: repor t Wed Sep 2, 2009 4:04pm GMT 

GENEVA (Reuters) - Many countries which have signed the 1999 treaty banning landmines are 
failing in their obligation to help rehabilitate people wounded by the weapons, according to a 
report issued on Wednesday. 

The report, by the Brussels-based NGO Handicap International, said two thirds of landmine 
victims in 25 countries who had lost limbs or suffered other serious injuries felt their governments 
were doing little to help them. 

"It is not enough for countries to destroy stockpiles and clear the land. They must also help the 
people who survive landmine explosions," the humanitarian organisation's director-general, Marc 
Joolen, told a Geneva news conference. 

The treaty, which took effect in March 1999, has been signed by 156 countries but not by the 
United States, Russia and China. 

It specifically provides for survivors of landmine blasts -- who Handicap International says total 
hundreds of thousands around the world -- and their families to get comprehensive support to 
rebuild their lives. 

According to the report, a clear majority feel they are not getting this support and are not being 
adequately consulted by their governments on what their needs are. 

"Survivors are left to battle discrimination and have to compete with many other vulnerable 
groups for a limited number of services," Handicap International said. 

"Despite improvements in medical care and physical rehabilitation, most survivors still have to fall 
back on their families and friends for support," the organisation declared. 

Unemployment among survivors is high and 90 percent of those questioned for the report said 
they believed they were last in the queue for jobs. In Afghanistan, where decades of war have 
had a major impact, 70 percent of victims were unemployed. 

Signatories are gathering for a two-day meeting in Geneva to prepare for a review meeting on the 
treaty in Cartagena, Colombia, in December. 

Norwegian diplomat Susan Eckey, whose country with Canada was a major driving force behind 
the treaty and who is due to chair the Cartagena meeting, told the news conference she expected 
it to focus on victim assistance. 

The report covers 26 countries, all the scene of civil conflict in which government or rebel forces 
laid landmines that can remain undetected for years until accidentally touched off. 

Apart from Afghanistan, states most seriously affected include Angola, Bosnia, Cambodia, 
Colombia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Iraq, Mozambique, Sudan and Yemen. 
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Por Agencia EFE – 02/09/2009 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/epa/article/ALeqM5gH64fc3GSMexrSlWG-2ysCaR6DmQ 
 
Víctimas de minas antipersonales critican la falta de ayuda al colectivo 

Ginebra, 2 sep (EFE).- Diez años después de la entrada en vigor del Tratado que prohibió las 
minas antipersonales, los supervivientes de estos artefactos denuncian la falta de políticas de 
reinserción en la sociedad y de asistencia médica y psicológica. 

"La situación no ha cambiado para los 500.000 supervivientes de minas antipersonales de todo 
el mundo", dijo hoy durante la presentación del informe "Voces desde el terreno" el director 
general de Handicap International en Bélgica, Marc Joolen. 

El informe se presenta la víspera de que se celebre en Ginebra mañana y pasado mañana la 
segunda reunión preparatoria para la cumbre de Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) que el próximo 
noviembre analizará los avances en los últimos diez años en la retirada de estos explosivos. 
Más de 1.500 supervivientes de minas de 25 países ofrecieron sus testimonios para este estudio. 
Colombia, el país del mundo donde hay más víctimas por minas, tiene unos 5.800 
supervivientes, según el informe, que subraya que el acceso a los servicios para éstos se vio 
entorpecido entre 2005 y 2009 por el conflicto que se desarrolla en el país. 
Los mayores progresos se han visto en los cuidados médicos, según reconocieron un 36 por 
ciento de las víctimas entrevistadas, mientras que el 39 por ciento de los supervivientes aseguró 
que la calidad de los centros de rehabilitación física había mejorado. 
La mayoría de estos servicios los ofrecen agencias internacionales, pero el transporte de ida y 
vuelta al lugar siguen siendo un problema. 

El superviviente afgano Firoz Ali Alizada declaró que cuando perdió ambas piernas por una mina 
hace 13 años ninguna ambulancia le llevó al hospital: "después de 18 horas fui yo mismo para 
que me atendieran. Mi supervivencia fue un milagro". 

"En el hospital me operaron tan mal que tuve que operarme otras 7 veces cuando fui al hospital 
del Comité Internacional de la Cruz Roja (CICR) en Kabul", denunció. 
"No me dieron ninguna ayuda psicológica a pesar de que estaba deprimido. Hoy aún siento mi 
trauma. No soy una persona normal de la sociedad porque no me dieron el apoyo necesario al 
principio", lamentó. 
De hecho, el informe recoge que "tan sólo un 21 por ciento de los supervivientes entrevistados 
cree que los servicios de apoyo psicológico y de reintegración social mejoraron desde 2005". 
Por otro lado, entre las víctimas abundan los desempleados y 9 de cada 10 supervivientes dicen 
ser el último de la cola para trabajos. 
Esta es la primera vez en la que un informe recoge la opinión de las víctimas de las minas 
antipersonales sobre la asistencia que se les ofrece en los países más afectados por este 
problema. 

© EFE 2009. Está expresamente prohibida la redistribución y la redifusión de todo o parte de los 
contenidos de los servicios de Efe, sin previo y expreso consentimiento de la Agencia EFE S.A.  
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Belga (Belgium: French and Dutch)  

EXT043 3 POL 2329 F BELGA-.... GGD DEFENSE/ ONU/ASSOCIATIF/ 
Les victimes des mines antipersonnel réclament la t enue des promesses (rapport) 
 
                   BRUXELLES 02/09 (BELGA) = Les gouvernements du monde entier ne respectent 
pas les engagements qu'ils ont pris en ce qui concerne le traitement et la réintégration sociale 
des survivants de mines dans le cadre du traité d'Ottawa de 1999 interdisant les mines 
antipersonnel (MAP), indique un rapport publié mercredi par la Campagne internationale pour 
interdire les mines dans le monde (ICBL) et qui donne la parole aux victimes de ces engins. 
                   Selon l'ONG Handicap International, qui est membre de l'ICBL, le rapport montre que 
les survivants ne sont que rarement impliqués dans la prise de décisions et les activités en leur 
faveur. Plus de deux tiers d'entre eux (67%) estiment dès lors que leurs besoins ne sont pas pris 
en compte au moment de l'élaboration des plans d'assistance par leur gouvernement.  
     "Cette non-participation explique pourquoi une majorité de survivants estime que leur 
gouvernement manque d'une réelle volonté politique de les aider", a expliqué Handicap 
International dans un communiqué. 
     Selon ce rapport, intitulé "Voices from the ground" ("Voix du terrain"), les survivants des MAP 
se retrouvent en butte à la discrimination et en concurrence avec de nombreux autres groupes 
vulnérables pour accéder à un nombre limité de services. Malgré des améliorations dans le 
domaine des soins médicaux et de la réadaptation physique, la plupart des rescapés continuent à 
devoir compter sur l'aide de leurs proches et de leurs amis.  
     Les progrès les plus importants et les plus urgents restent à faire en ce qui concerne 
l'éducation et l'emploi, a souligné Handicap International, notant que le chômage touche de plein 
fouet les survivants. Neuf sur dix estiment être victimes de discrimination sur le marché de 
l'emploi. Le taux de chômage augmente sensiblement à la suite de l'accident. Le taux de 
chômage des survivants dépasse les 70% en Afghanistan, et il est de l'ordre de 90% en Erythrée. 
Près de 74% de toutes les personnes interrogées jugent insuffisants les revenus de leur ménage.  
     Le traité d'Ottawa d'interdiction des mines anti-personnelles, signé en 1997 et entré en 
vigueur en 1999 prévoit, en effet, que chaque Etat signataire dispose de dix ans pour détruire 
totalement les mines anti-personnelles sur son territoire. Plusieurs d'entre eux ont donc jusque 
2009 pour le faire, mais quinze Etats-signataires ont demandé une prolongation de ce délai, dont 
la Bosnie-Herzégovine et le Cambogde, deux pays parmi les plus affectés du monde par les 
MAP.  
     La publication de ce rapport coïncide avec le début de la seconde réunion préparatoire 
organisée jeudi et vendredi à Genève. Environ 150 pays doivent s'y réunir pour organiser le plan 
d'action mondial d'interdiction des mines pour les cinq années à venir. ./. GGD/CLA/ 
021303 SEP 09 
 
BTL039 3 POL 0655 N BELGA-.... GGD SAMENLEVING/ 
Regeringen komen beloftes niet na tov slachtoffers antipersoonsmijnen (rapport)  
 
                   BRUSSEL 02/09 (BELGA) = Overal ter wereld komen regeringen hun engagementen 
niet na met betrekking tot de behandeling en sociale reintegratie van de slachtoffers van 
anipersoonsmijnen, zo blijkt woensdag uit een rapport van de Internationale Campagne voor het 
Verbod op Mijnen (ICBL). Die beloftes zijn vastgelegd in het Verdrag van Ottawa dat in 1999 het 
gebruik van antipersoonsmijnen verbood.   
                   Volgens de ngo Handicap International, die deel uitmaakt van de ICBL, blijkt uit het 
rapport "Voices from the Ground" dat de overlevenden van antipersoonsmijnen slechts zelden 
worden betrokken in beslissingen of activiteiten rondom henzelf. Meer dan twee derde meent dat 
met hun verzuchtingen geen rekening wordt gehouden. 
     De slachtoffers zijn volgens het rapport voorwerp van discriminatie en moeten optornen met 
talrijke andere kwetsbare groepen om toegang te krijgen tot diensten. Er moet vooral en bovenal 
snel werk worden gemaakt van onderwijs en werkgelegenheid. Negen op tien slachtoffers 
zeggen op de arbeidsmarkt gediscrimineerd te worden. ./. GGD/LVK/MAE/ ./. 
021538 SEP 09 
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 APA  Austria Presse Agentur)  
 
Article published in “Salzburger Nachrichten” (Aust ria)  
http://www.salzburg.com/online/ticker/aktuell/Report-ueber-Minenopfer-laesst-Alarmglocken-
laeuten.html?article=eGMmOI8VdSon3U0L6ca08HMJCJMnsNYQtrTlbUm&img=&text=&mode= 

Report über Minenopfer lässt "Alarmglocken läuten" 

2. September 2009 | 11:48 | | apa  
In Genf ist am Mittwoch eine Studie zur weltweiten Situation von Landminenopfern präsentiert 
worden. Zehn Jahre nach Inkrafttreten der Ottawa-Konvention zu Antipersonenminen zeigt sich 
die Lage der insgesamt 1.645 Überlebenden von Minenexplosionen weiter schwierig. 67 Prozent 
der Überlebenden sind demnach der Ansicht, dass ihre Bedürfnisse von den Staaten nicht 
berücksichtigt werden.  
 

Der Bericht „Voices from the Ground“ verleiht Opfern in den 25 am stärksten betroffenen Ländern 
eine Stimme - von Afghanistan bis Äthiopien, von Serbien bis Thailand. Für die Direktorin der 
österreichischen Sektion der Internationalen Kampagne für ein Verbot von Antipersonenminen 
(ICBL), Judith Majlath, lässt der trotz aller Errungenschaften der letzten zehn Jahre „die 
Alarmglocken läuten“. Der von Österreich und Norwegen kofinanzierte Bericht mache deutlich, 
dass eine Verstärkung konkreter Hilfe an Ort und Stelle erforderlich sei. 

Die exzellente Studie lasse den Schluss zu, dass es in Empfängerländern Korruption gebe, dass 
der politische Wille, sich um die Opfer zu kümmern, trotz aller Lippenbekenntnisse in 
internationalen Foren gering und dass das internationale Monitoring immer noch unzureichend 
sei, betonte Majlath. Es gelte, den Opfern Jobs als wichtige Mittel der sozioökonomischen 
Reintegration und auch den Respekt ihrer Gesellschaften zu verschaffen. Besonders 
benachteiligt seien Frauen mit Amputationen, da sie häufig von den Ehemännern verlassen 
würden und suizidgefährdet seien. 

Der von „Handicap International“ erstellte Bericht wurde am Mittwoch im Beisein von 
Außenminister Spindelegger am Rande der UNO-Abrüstungskonferenz in Genf präsentiert. Er 
analysiert die Situation zehn Jahre nach Inkrafttreten der Ottawa-Konvention zu 
Antipersonenminen. Österreich war eines der führenden Länder im sogenannten Ottawa-
Prozess, der zur Konvention zum Verbot von Antipersonenminen führte. 

© SN/SW 
 
See also : http://www.austria.com/news/politik/artikel/report-ueber-minenopfer-laesst-
alarmglocken-laeuten/cn/apa-1141223781 
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 Agerpress (Romania) 
 http://foto.agerpres.ro/index.php?i=3708554 
 
Titlu : SWITZERLAND UNITED NATIONS MINE VICTIMS 
 
Caption : epa01845088 Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger (R), greets Firoz Ali 
Alizada, (L) mine survivor and Treaty Implementation Officer of the International Campaign to 
Ban Landmines, after the Global Launch of the new report 'Voices from the Ground', at the 
European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, 02 September 2009. The 
report shows that ten years after the Mine Ban Treaty entered into force, 67 percent of survivors 
feel that their needs have not been taken into account by national victim assistance plans. 
EPA/MARTIAL TREZZINI 
 
ID fotografie : 3708554 ; Autor : MARTIAL TREZZINI 
Credit : EPA FLUX ; Redactor : EPA  
Locatie : GENEVA - Switzerland ; Dimensiune : 3000 x 2100 px 
Realizat : 2009-09-02 ;  
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Agence de presse sénégalaise (APS) (Senegal)  
http://www.aps.sn/aps.php?page=articles&id_article=60479 

Assistance aux victimes des mines : les Sénégalais encore dépendants des ONG 
internationales (rapport) 

Ziguinchor, 6 oct (APS) - La politique d’assistance aux victimes sénégalaises de mines reste en 
partie tributaire de la présence d’ONG internationales, selon le rapport 2009, de la Campagne 
internationale pour interdire les mines (ICBL) intitulé ‘’Voix du terrain’’. 

Au moins 570 survivants de mines antipersonnel sont répertoriés au Sénégal, des victimes vivant 
pour la plupart en Casamance. 

L’étude qui couvre la période 2005-2009 a abordé avec les victimes les sujets suivants : l’aide 
médicale d’urgence continue, la réadaptation physique, la réinsertion économique, le soutien 
psychologique et social. 

Selon les conclusions du rapport présenté mardi à Ziguinchor par l’Association sénégalaise de 
victimes (ASVM), point focal de ICBL, ‘’le Sénégal reste dépendant de la présence 
d’Organisations non gouvernementales pour l’assistance aux victimes de mines en Casamance, 
une présence qui est toujours en déclin’’. 

’’L’accès des survivants aux services reste problématique, en particulier pour les survivants des 
zones rurales à cause de l’insécurité, un état déplorable des routes et surtout à cause des coûts 
des services’’, relève encore l’étude. 

Selon le document, ‘’le Sénégal n’a toujours pas développé un bon mécanisme de coordination 
de l’assistance aux victimes’’ et ‘’les besoins des victimes ne sont le plus souvent pas pris en 
compte dans l’élaboration des programmes sur le développement’’. 

Un responsable au Centre national d’action anti-mines (CNAMS) a tout de même assuré que le 
Sénégal s’achemine vers l’élaboration d’un nouveau plan d’action pour l’assistance aux victimes. 

Dans les ‘’suggestions pour aller de l’avant’’, le rapport prône la recherche de financement 
extérieur, mais ‘’surtout’’ intérieur en vue d’assurer le développement des capacités nationales. 

Il faut également ‘’renforcer l’Association sénégalaise de victimes de mines, notamment par plus 
de support financier et l’insérer comme partenaire à part égale dans la planification, la mise en 
place de la politique de l’assistance aux personnes en situation de handicap’’, souligne le rapport. 

Pour un ‘’meilleur avenir des victimes de mines’’, le Sénégal ‘’doit, préconise-t-il, développer, 
exécuter et coordonner un plan d’assistance aux personnes en situation de handicap, avec la 
participation systématique des survivants, des ONG et les ministères en charge de la question’’. 

Rendu public vendredi à Genève, le nouveau rapport qui donne corps aux ‘’Voix du terrain’’ 
(Voices from the ground) montre que, malgré les progrès enregistrés dans le domaine de la 
destruction des stocks et de la dépollution, les gouvernements du monde entier ne respectent 
pas leurs engagements concernant le traitement et la réintégration sociale des survivants de 
mines. 

Ce tout premier rapport sur l’assistance aux victimes découle d’une enquête qui s’est achevée en 
juillet 2009 et incluant des questionnaires et données recueillis auprès de 1.645 survivants dans 
25 pays concernés par la problématique. 
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Selon le rapport, dix ans après l’entrée en vigueur du Traité d’interdiction des mines 
antipersonnel, 67% des rescapés estiment que les programmes d’assistance aux victimes n’ont 
pas pris en compte leurs besoins. 

Le Traité d’interdiction des mines antipersonnel est le premier accord international de 
désarmement exigeant que la communauté internationale prête assistance aux survivants des 
accidents de mines à travers le monde. 

La Campagne internationale pour interdire les mines dans le monde (ICBL) est un réseau présent 
dans plus de 70 pays et œuvrant pour un monde libéré des mines antipersonnel et des armes à 
sous- munitions. ICBL est co-lauréate avec d’autres ONG dont Handicap international du prix 
Nobel de la paix 1997. 

Au Sénégal, selon une étude d’urgence sur l’impact des mines en Casamance menée en 2005-
2006 par Handicap international, 93 communautés de plus de 90.000 membres ont été affectées 
par les mines. 

 
 
OID/CTN 
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IRIN NEWS (Chad)  
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=87667 

CHAD: Paying for fallout of landmines, UXO  

N'DJAMENA, 8 January 2010 (IRIN) - More than half of Chad’s 
nine million people live near sites potentially contaminated with 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) or landmines, according to the 
national demining centre. The government says more than 100 
people are killed or wounded every year by landmines or UXO; 
aid organizations cover the bulk of medical care and 
rehabilitation for mine victims, according to NGO Handicap 
International.  
 
Chad's national demining centre (CND) is drafting a mine victim 
assitance plan but has been stalled by insufficient funding, 
according to CND's technical advisor, Assane Nguedoum.  
 
CND, which is mandated to assist mine and UXO victims, lacks 
experience, funding and capacity, according to Handicap 
International’s 2009 report that surveyed war survivors about 
their rehabilitation.  
 
Of 58 respondents, 43 percent said physical rehabilitation 
services had improved since 2005, with 41 percent indicating the 
government was increasing its funds for such services. But 74 
percent said survivors “never” received the economic 
reintegration assistance they needed and 42 percent thought 

economic follow-up support from the government had stagnated or deteriorated since 2005. 
Results were similar regarding psychological support.  
 
CND advisor Nguedoum told IRIN the government has taken a number of steps, including 
passing legislation in May 2007 to protect mine victims, providing free medical and rehabilitation 
care and distributing 20 tricycles funded by UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).  
 
Who pays?  
 
NGO Handicap International’s report said the financing burden for mine victim assistance falls on 
international non-profits, who cover the cost of transportation, surgery and follow-up care, 
including prosthetics.  
 
“The Red Cross paid for my prosthetic leg,” said Francois Chegue, who told IRIN he was 
wounded in a mine explosion in northern Chad in 1996. When his right leg was amputated, 
Chegue was fitted for a prosthetic at the Centre for Bracing and Re-education (CARK) in the 
capital N’djamena, one of two NGO-financed rehabilitation centres in Chad.  
 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) covered almost US$60,000 a year in 
prosthetics for those wounded in conflict nationwide in 2008 and 2009. Costs range from $4 for a 
patient visit to more than $400 for a tricycle at CARK.  
 
The government budgeted $1.7 million each for CND operation expenses and staff salaries in 
2009, according to a CND report last February.  
 
Bouba Martin heads CARK’s orthopaedic care and told IRIN he is one of about a dozen Chadian 
physical therapists who returned to work in Chad after training in other countries. “We start at 
$240 and can earn up to $400 a month if in a good position. But even if more people were 
trained, where would they work? The government does not employ physical therapists. It is the 

 
Photo: Phuong Tran/IRIN  

Manufacturing prosthetics at 
CARK 
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Catholics who pay us.”  
 
CARK is financed by ICRC and the Catholic organization Catholic Development Aid, known as 
SECADEV.  
 
pt/np 
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IRIN NEWS (Senegal)  
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=86506 

In Brief: Voices of landmine survivors  

DAKAR, 8 October 2009 (IRIN) - A landmine 
survivor in Senegal’s Casamance region on 6 
October used the recent report, ‘Voices from the 
Ground’, based on a survey of mine victims 
worldwide, to remind aid agencies, Senegal’s anti-
mine agency and the media of victims’ needs and 
governments’ responsibilities.  
 
The Handicap International report, which authors 
say is the first such compilation of mine victims’ 
views on assistance, says: “[Landmine] survivors are 
still too often left to do just that – survive – on the 
margins of society, when they should be helped to 
rebuild their lives and thrive in the heart of their 
communities.”  
 
The report includes input from 1,645 mine survivors 

in 25 affected countries.  
 
Mamady Gassama of the Senegalese Mine Victims Association highlighted the Senegal portion 
of the report, which says the government needs to boost national funding for victim assistance 
rather than depend on donors.  
 
“The government must not leave victims’ needs to – often uncertain – external aid,” said 
Gassama. Senegal is a signatory to the Mine Ban Treaty, which calls on the international 
community, and individual governments “in a position” to do so, to assist victims.  
 
Mine survivors surveyed said among their greatest needs is assistance in skills training and 
employment.  
 
np/mad/pt 

 
Photo: Abdullah Shaheen/IRIN  

The Mine Ban Treaty calls for assistance 
to landmine and UXO victims (file photo) 
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http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=86170 

 

SENEGAL: Mine survivors need opportunities 
not handouts  

ZIGUINCHOR, 16 September 2009 (IRIN) - This 
club does not want any new members.  
 
One of the principal goals of Senegal’s Association 
of Mine Victims (ASVM) is to ensure that 
its membership will not grow, by travelling around 
Casamance, southern Senegal, to educate people 
about the hazards of mines.  
 
“Many areas still pose a risk of landmines,” ASVM 
president Bacary Diédhiou told IRIN. “And we – who 
have survived mine accidents – are well-placed to 
tell people about the potential danger.”  
 
At least 93 villages and more than 70km of roads 
and paths are believed to be contaminated by 
antipersonnel mines or unexploded ordnance – part 
of the fallout of Casamance’s armed conflict dating 
to 1982. The government antimines action centre 

(CNAMS) has recorded 748 mine accident victims, 586 surviving, since the 1990s – 52 since 
2005; landmine experts say the number of victims is likely higher.  
 
Along with educating communities about mines, ASVM advocates for mine survivors and 
supports them and their families. 
 
International momentum  
 
The International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) – a coalition of NGOs – recently called on 
signatories to the Mine Ban Treaty to step up assistance to victims as stipulated in 
the treaty. ICBL is watching countries’ progress in the run-up to the November summit in 
Cartagena, Colombia, the second review conference on the status of the treaty, which entered 
into force in 1999.  
 
“States should come to Cartagena ready to firmly declare their determination to remain true to the 
humanitarian objectives of the Mine Ban Treaty,” ICBL said in a 
15 September statement.  

In its communiqué ICBL says it often hears that the current 
financial and political environment is not conducive to long-term 
commitments to mine action. “If the environment puts pressure on 
states’ budgets, what about the constant pressure on those for 
whom daily survival is already a challenge?”  
 
CNAMS head of education and victim assistance, Seyni Diop, said the centre has supported 
ASVM and has provided funds to a local hospital and orthopaedic centre for victim assistance; he 
said CNAMS will continue to provide financial assistance to survivors. The centre is also 
supporting NGOs in seeking donor funds for demining, mine awareness programmes and victim 
assistance, he said.  
 

 
Photo: Martin Evans/University of Chester 

 

A sign in Senegal's Casamance region 
warning of potential presence of 
landmines 

Help [a mine victim] to 
become self-reliant. 

Outside assistance is not 

forever   
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Boubine Touré, ICBL representative in Senegal, told IRIN the government has fallen short of its 
obligation to victims, adding that the government must take the lead in funding. “The Senegalese 
government must stop waiting for aid from outside donors to assist mine victims. It must begin by 
putting up its own funding; it is an obligation.”  
 
Self-reliance  
 
For ASVM members, assistance is not just medical care and counselling, but also education, 
skills training and agricultural assistance. Self-sufficiency must be the aim, members told IRIN.  
 
“It is not about just giving handouts to mine victims,” said ASVM member Mamady Gassama. 
“Help him or her to become self-reliant. Outside assistance is not forever.”  
 
One project ASVM is working on would make 30 hectares of land south of Casamance’s main city 
Ziguinchor available to mine victims as well as to local residents, for market gardening, livestock 
farming and other agricultural work.  

“The fact that someone has a mine injury does not 
mean he or she cannot be productive and take part in 
the country’s development,” ASVM’s Diédhiou said.  
 
Gassama, a mine survivor and university student, 
said it is not one’s injury in itself that constitutes a 
handicap – it is rather a lack of access to the means 
to make a living and improve one’s life, family and 
community.  
 
“Everyone has some kind of ‘handicap’ compared 
with someone else; the key is that a person be given 
the means to work and improve his/her living 
conditions.”  
 
He said support by UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
has been critical in his and other survivors’ ability to continue their education.  
 
Christina de Bruin, head of UNICEF in Casamance, told IRIN over the years ASVM in partnership 
with UNICEF has helped young mine survivors attend school and play an active role in society.  
 
“It is important that survivors are able to actively participate in all parts of family, school and 
community life.”  
 
ASVM members have taken part in discussions on a new action plan, for 2009-2014, which 
Senegal – as a Mine Ban Treaty signatory – is to present at the November summit, Gassama 
said. “We must have a voice in that process. No one can know our priorities as we do.”  
 
np/aj 

 
Photo: Nancy Palus/IRIN  

One type of landmine found in 
Casamance, southern Senegal 
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See also:  

http://www.afronline.org/?p=1619 

http://archive.wn.com/2009/10/12/1400/senegalpost_old1/ 

http://archive.wn.com/2009/10/11/1400/senegallive/ 

http://ochaonline.un.org/guinea/Media/tabid/5512/language/en-US/Default.aspx 

http://www.upi.com/Official_Government_Wires/Story/20091012-083350-8365/ 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/343da43fd59e4ed3a72ae64dc4e4a23e.htm 

http://medilinkz.org/news/HealthNews.asp 

http://www.danceanddrum.com/content/view/56/1/ 

http://wap.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/36feb267f01683aa421561da4dab15bc.htm 

http://www.zimnewswire.com/index.php?PageT=PressArchive&act=ReadArticle&ID=262598 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200909160782.html 

http://www.topix.com/world/senegal/2009/09/senegal-mine-survivors-need-opportunities-not-
handouts 
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RADIO 

 
United Nations Radio  
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/detail/80819.html 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/french/detail/98030.html (in French)  

Landmine survivors call for attention to their need s 02/09/2009 

Survivors of landmines are calling on government to implement all the provisions of the Mine Ban 
Treaty adopted ten years ago.  

 

Landmine survivor 

The call came during the launch in Geneva of a groundbreaking report, entitled "Voices from the 
Ground". 

One thousand six-hundred victims of land mines, representing half a million victims all over the 
world voiced their concerns in the report. 

The Director-General of the Belgian Section of Handicap International, Marc Joolen, says almost 
70 per cent of the victims of landmines feel that their situation has virtually not changed in the last 
ten years. 

"The Mine Ban Treaty, therefore, has been successful when it comes to clearance to do 
something about stockpiling of explosives and the usage of mines and other explosives. 
However, lack of focus when it comes to the victims of mines and lack of involvement of the 
victims themselves in making decisions about how their situation could change, show results in 
victims assistance which is still badly lagging behind." 

Representatives from nearly 150 countries are holding a preparatory meeting in Geneva this 
week to map out the global mine ban action plan for the next five years. 

The second review conference of the Mine Ban Treaty is scheduled to be held in Cartagena, 
Colombia in November this year. 

Donn Bobb, United Nations. 

(duration: 1'17") 
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Sound bites 

"The Mine Ban Treaty, therefore, has been successful when it comes to clearance to do 
something about stockpiling of explosives and the usage of mines and other explosives. 
However, lack of focus when it comes to the victims of mines and lack of involvement of the 
victims themselves in making decisions about how their situation could change, show results in 
victims assistance which is still badly lagging behind."  
Duration: 00:00:28  

Download   

Marc Joolen Cut 2 

"Ladies and Gentlemen, through Voices on the Ground, victims of mines and other explosive 
remnants of war have been given a unique opportunity to voice their concern about a situation 
which remains, by an large, unchanged for many of them despite ten years of Mine Ban Treaty 
implementation.  
Duration: 00:00:49  

Download   

Marc Joolen Cut 3 

"We are not far away and before the second review conference of the Mine Ban Treaty which will 
be held in November in Cartagena and presided by the Norwegian government. And I think 
Cartagena will be therefore a unique opportunity to change this. And I hope we can do this 
together."  
Duration: 00:00:23  

Download   
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Voice of America News  
http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-09-02-voa38.cfm 
 
Landmine Survivors Still not Getting Help They Need   

By Lisa Schlein, Geneva, 02 September 2009  

A new report finds survivors of landmines and other explosive remnants of war continue to suffer 
discrimination and general neglect from the governments that promised to assist them.  The so-
called "Voices from the Ground" report is issued by Handicap International and the Campaign to 
Ban Landmines.  

Firoz Alizada is from Afghanistan. He was 12 years old when 
he stepped on a landmine while taking a shortcut to school. 
He lost both legs and injured his left hand. This accident, he 
says, changed his life and took away his hope. 
 
"I did not get any psychological support," said Alizada. 
"Nobody was there to do some kind of peer support with me. I 
was really thinking that I am alone, that nobody will take care 
of me and I will be a burden."  
 
But, Alizada did get his life together. He now is 27, is married 
and works for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines. 
But he tells VOA about the extensive discrimination he 
suffered before reaching this point. He says he did not finish 
college and could not find a job because of his disability.  

 
Alizada's story is echoed by many of the more than 1,600 survivors from 25 countries who were 
interviewed for the report.   
 
The director-general of Handicap International Belgium, Marc Joolen, says they represent the 
more than 500,000 land mine victims around the world, who continue to suffer from their disability 
and from the stigma attached to it. He says 70 percent of those interviewed do not think their 
situation has changed in the past 10 years. 
"The mine ban treaty has been successful when it comes to clearance, to do something about 
stockpiling of explosives, and the usage of mines and other explosives," said Joolen. "However, 
lack of focus when it comes to the victims of mines, lack of involvement of the victims themselves 
in making decisions about how their situations could change ... is still badly lagging behind."  
 
The report finds medical care and physical rehabilitation have improved. Just 21 percent of 
respondents say psychological services have improved. When it comes to jobs, they say they are 
the last in line. 
Stan Brabant of Handicap International notes unemployment of land mine survivors in 
Afghanistan is more than 70 percent and at around 90 percent in Eritrea. 
"We see people that are devastated and they require long-term supports," said Brabant. "Most of 
the time what we see, and this is reported in this book, is that most of the support is actually 
provided by the survivor himself or herself and family and the community, but, not by States. 
States are not doing anything on that. That is a scandal."  
 
Since the Mine Ban Treaty came into force, the number of casualties has gone down. But, 
advocates for survivor assistance say it remains intolerably high. Every year, 15,000 people are 
killed or maimed in more than 70 countries.  

 

Austrian Foreign Minister Michael 
Spindelegger (r) and Firoz Ali 
Alizada, a landmine victim (l), 
speak to the press in Geneva, 
Switzerland, 02 Sep 2009 



 22 

 

 
 

Lyon Première Radio (France)  
http://www.lyonpremiere.info/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1854:premiere-
etude-sur-les-victimes-des-mines-anti-personnels&catid=7:lactualite&Itemid=15 
 
Première étude sur les victimes des mines anti-pers onnels  

   

Ecrit par Gérald Bouchon     

Mercredi, 02 Septembre 2009 16:11  

Handicap International publie aujourd’hui la première étude sur la perception que les victimes de 
mines antipersonnel et d’engins non explosés ont de leur quotidien. Le titre ce cette étude "Voices 
from the Ground".  

1 645 survivants dans 25 pays parmi les plus affectés ont été interrogés. 67% d’entre eux 
considèrent que leurs besoins ne sont pas pris en compte. Si les engagements pris par les Etats 
signataires du Traité d’Ottawa de 1997 interdisant les mines antipersonnel sont si peu respectés, 
qu’en sera-t-il des engagements d’assistance aux victimes inclus dans le Traité d’Oslo d’interdiction 
des bombes à sous-munitions (BASM) signé le 3 décembre 2008 ? Le rappel des Etats à leurs 
obligations, notamment en matière d’assistance aux victimes, sera le message clé des 15es 
Pyramides de chaussures organisées par Handicap International le 26 septembre prochain dans 32 
villes en France, dont Lyon, ville où se trouve le siège de l'association....  

“J’ai perdu ma jambe en marchant sur une mine antipersonnel, mais cela ne signifie pas que j’ai 
perdu ma capacité et mes ambitions d’accéder à une vie meilleure. Comme tout le monde, je 
souhaite une vie décente, je veux pouvoir envoyer mon enfant à l’école. Mais j’ai besoin d’un peu 
d’aide concrète pour que cela puisse arriver » Korab Mula, 27 ans, survivante d’Albanie.  

L’étude a été conduite par Handicap International avec l’aide des associations membres de la 
Campagne internationale pour interdire les mines. Il s’agit de la première étude permettant de 
recueillir et d’analyser l’opinion des victimes de mines et d’engins non explosés.  Une majorité des 
personnes interrogées dénoncent le manque de réelle volonté politique de leur pays pour les aider.  
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ORF (Austria)  
http://oe1.orf.at/inforadio/112223.html?filter=0 
 
"Voices from the Ground" Landminenopfer: Konferenz in Genf  

 Länge:  1:55 min Ö1 Morgenjournal  
Unter dem erstmaligen Vorsitz Österreichs wird heute bei der "Genfer Konferenz" der Bericht 
"Voices from the Ground" präsentiert. Er stellt der Opferhilfe ein ernüchterndes Zeugnis aus. 
Österreich hat bei der Erstellung und bei der Finanzierung eine Vorreiterrolle übernommen.  
 
Ernüchterung nach zehn Jahren   
Wer sind die Opfer von Landminen und wie geht es ihnen heute, 10 Jahre nach dem Verbot der 
Anti-Personenminen? Ist ihnen wirklich geholfen worden? Ist ihre Situation besser als vor fünf 
Jahren? Auf all diese Fragen versucht der Bericht "Voices from the Ground" - in der deutschen 
Version "Hört uns zu" genannt - Antworten zu geben. Die fallen ernüchternd aus, bestätigt Judith 
Majlath Direktorin der Organisation, die die Ächtung der Landminen und das Verbot von 
Streumunition vorangetrieben hat. Viele dieser Menschen hätten nicht einmal eine Ahnung von 
den Programmen, sagt sie.  
 
Maßnahmen gibt es   
Diese Programme, das sind von vielen Vertragsstaaten der Anti-Landminen-Konvention 
beschlossene Maßnahmen wie: Notfallhilfe, Rehabilitation, psychologische Unterstützung, soziale 
und wirtschaftliche Re-Integration oder einfach die Durchsetzung von Rechten, die in den 
Gesetzen des jeweiligen Landes beschlossen wurden. Ohne die Stimmen dieser Menschen 
können diese Programme nicht ehrlich und effizient durchgeführt werden.  
 
Kaum Jobs für Amputierte   
Der Bericht spricht da eine beredte Sprache. Deutlich mehr als die Hälfte jener Menschen, die 
von explosiven Kriegsüberresten verstümmelt wurden, sagt heute, ihre Situation und ihre 
Bedürfnisse seien nicht berücksichtigt worden. Die meisten Klagen gibt es, weil Amputierte kaum 
Jobs finden - sie sind die Ärmsten der Armen und das meisten in den ärmsten Ländern der Welt - 
von Afghanistan bis Kambodscha. Am meisten leiden die Frauen als Opfer von Minen. Männer 
gelten verstümmelt als tragische Helden, Frauen werden oft aus Gesellschaft und Familie 
ausgestoßen, stehen vor dem Nichts. Für sie ist das Wichtigste, dass sie nicht nur eine 
Einkommen schaffende Arbeit haben und damit eine gesellschaftliche Stellung wiedererlangen.  
 
Die meiste Opferhilfe wird übrigens von zivilen Hilfsorganisationen geleistet. Staatliche Hilfe ist in 
vielen Fällen Fehlanzeige.  
 
Mehr dazu in Ö1 Inforadio: Spindelegger: Opfer ins Zentrum rücken  
Landminenkonferenz Spindelegger: Opfer ins Zentrum rücken  

 
Länge:  2:45 min 
Ö1 Morgenjournal  
Außenminister Michael Spindelegger (ÖVP) will verstärkt das Schicksal der Opfer in den 
Mittelpunkt der Diskussion um Landminen stellen. Bisher habe man über Verbote von Land- oder 
Streuminen geredet. Mit der nun bei der "Genfer Konferenz" präsentierten Studie gehe man 
erstmals neue Wege. Bei der nächsten Konferenz in Cartagena in Kolumbien solle ein darauf 
beruhendes Maßnahmenpaket für die Opfer erarbeitet werden.  
 
Die Studie zeige, dass bisher nicht genug getan werde, bei medizinischer Hilfe, Rehabilitierung 
und Zugang zum Arbeitsmarkt, so Spindelegger. Daher fordere man sich für einen Aktionsplan. 
Österreich werde sich dafür einsetzen, die Aufmerksamkeit auf dieses Thema zu lenken.  
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NEWSPAPERS 
 
Beijing Today (China) 
http://www.beijingtoday.com.cn/?p=16000 
 
Survivors urge global landmine ban 
December 18, 2009    
By Han Manman 

Ninety-eight percent of reported victims of cluster bombs are civilians, of which 32 percent are 
children, says a Handicap International (HI) report released in Beijing Wednesday. 

The report says that despite progress in stockpile destruction and landmine clearance, and 10 
years after the Mine Ban Treaty (BMT) was enforced, there is still much to do to treat landmine 
survivors, give them support and reintegrate them into society. 

 

Aynalem Zenebe was injured in a cluster bomb explosion 11 years ago. One of her legs had to be 
amputated. Photo provided by Handicap International 

Survivors lack assistance  

The report, “Voices from the Ground  Landmine and Explosive Remnants of War Survivors Speak 
out on Victim Assistance,” is the first eve survey of landmine survivors’ opinions on the assistance 
they receive. The study was completed in July and surveyed 1,645 survivors in 25 countries. 

The report reveals that survivors are rarely included in the decision-making of activities destined 
to benefit them; more than two-thirds thinks their needs are not considered when their 
government makes plans to help them. 
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“It is not enough for countries to destroy stockpiles and clea the land; they must also help the 
people who survived the explosions and now live in the lands and include them in the decision-
making process,” Jean Van Wetter, director of HI China, said. 

“People living in rural ares need affordable help near their homes, and survivors everywhere 
clearly want the opportunity to get a job and rebuild their lives,” Wetter said. 

The report also says survivors have to battle discrimination and compete with other marginalized 
groups for social services. Despite improvements in medical care and physical rehabilitation 
programs, most survivors still have to rely on their families and friends for support, and by far their 
biggest need is employment and education. 
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New Beijing  
http://ent.bjnews.com.cn/2009/1217/23086.shtml 
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Global Times (China) 
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Yemen Times  
http://yementimes.com/article.shtml?i=1295&p=front&a=1 
 
Landmine survivors call on governments to live up t o their Mine Ban Treaty promises   
 
Compiled from the report by Nadia Al-Sakkaf 

 

SANA’A, Sept. 16 — More than 5,000 mines and explosive 
remnants of war (ERW) casualties have been reported in 
Yemen since 1962. A rule of thumb on such matters is that for 
each reported case, there are ten others. There is no real 
number of the mine/ERW survivors, but those who did survive 
lack attention or care to help them cope with the injury and get 
on with their lives. “Voices from the Ground,” a new report by 
Handicap International, shows that governments around the 
world are not living up to their promises to treat and 
reintegrate landmine survivors into society. 
 
Ten years after the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT) entered into force, 
67 percent of survivors feel that their needs have not been 
taken into account by national victim assistance plans, 
according to a newly published report on victims of mines and 
explosive remnants of war (ERW).  
 
The report, “Voices from the Ground - Landmine and 
Explosive Remnants of War Survivors Speak out on Victim 
Assistance,” was released by Handicap International and other members of the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines around the world.  
 
It is the first-ever report surveying survivors’ opinions on assistance. The survey was completed 
in July 2009, and includes questionnaires and data from 1,645 survivors in 25 affected countries. 
 
In July 2009, volunteers from the Yemen Mine Awareness Association based in Aden and the 
Yemen Landmine Survivors Association based in Sana’a interviewed 55 survivors on assistance 
to landmine victims in Yemen since 2005.  
 
The sample included 32 men, 18 women, three boys and two girls. Respondents came from 
mine-affected areas in Al-Dhale’e, Ibb, Abyan, Lahj and Al-Baydha, but also from Aden, Taiz and 
Sana’a. 
 
Most people lived in villages with limited services (30 or 55 percent), five lived in remote areas 
without services and 19 lived in a large city or the capital. One woman did not have a fixed 
residence and had to move between different family members. 
 
Most incidents occurred in remote areas, often to young people. Women and children form a 
significant proportion of casualties as they are traditionally in charge of tending animals or 
collecting wood and food, and girls are at particular risk. 
 
According to the report, the Victims Assistance department of the Yemen Executive Mine Action 
Center (YEMAC) coordinates victim assistance without any systematic connection to other 
relevant bodies. All services are centralized in the main cities of Sana’a, Aden and Taiz, whereas 
survivors almost always live in remote, rural areas. They have to travel long distances and spend 
time away from home. This is especially problematic for women, who often need a male caretaker 
to accompany them. 
 

 
In July 2009, volunteers from the 
Yemen Mine Awareness 
Association and the Yemen 
Landmine Survivors Association 
interviewed 55 survivors on 
assistance to landmine victims in 
Yemen since 2005. (Save the 
Children)  
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Yahya Abdu Muhammad was tending his herd in the mountains when he set off a landmine that 
led to the amputation of one of his legs.  
 
“I received initial medical care only, no follow-up,” he said. “Ten years later, I made the eight-hour 
journey to Sana’a to get a prosthetic leg which cost YR 50,000 [USD250]. I would like to have a 
service like this closer to home and free of charge.” 
 
Victims’ assistance in Yemen 
 
According to YEMAC, 2,033 files had been opened up to March 2009, and 81 percent of these 
had received services. There are fewer than 2,500 recorded survivors in Yemen.  
 
However, these results correspond to reports from government and survivors that not all of those 
identified in the Landmine Impact Survey of 2000 had been visited or assisted and that it was 
challenging to receive follow-up care after the first treatment. 
 
It might also mean that respondents have been visited prior to 2005 but not since. 
 
The only service provider for mine survivors is the YEMAC victim assistance program, which has 
to group people together for transport to one of the main cities, provide them with board and 
lodging, and cover the cost of their treatment.  
 
These results also confirm a 2006 Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining 
(GICHD) evaluation finding that, “most [survivors] had not heard of the Yemeni Landmine Victim 
Assistance Program and are managing the best they can without adequate medical…support.”  
 
Emergency and basic care is free in principle, but many survivors report having to pay. YEMAC 
has tried to provide emergency evacuation but most survivors did not see progress in this area, 
either because of problems with the terrain and a lack of more general improvements by the 
government, or simply because they did not need this type of assistance. 
 
Yemen has remained substantially below achieving its target to assist 500 people per year (and 
2,000 in 2005-2009) in the first three phases, assisting 1,638 people since 2001.  
 
Fewer than 500 survivors have received economic reintegration support. The responses of 26 
survivors also seem to indicate that the centralized, largely medically-oriented program does not 
fulfill their more varied needs.  
 
Basic healthcare is free of charge, but ongoing medical care and medication are not. Hospitals in 
major towns are not well equipped or staffed, but can perform the necessary procedures. 
 
Physical rehabilitation centers are dependent on international support, which has decreased 
significantly since 2005, compelling the ICRC to expand its support in 2007.  
 
“Since my injury while herding sheep in 1982, I have suffered from headaches and vision 
difficulties,” said Saleha Bint Muhammad, a 72-year-old widow. “As a woman, I do not get the 
support I need. I feel men get more opportunities.” 
 
A Ministry of Public Health and Population evaluation of the health infrastructure and subsequent 
improvements scheduled for 2006 has not yet been undertaken, said the report. 
 
Economic opportunities for persons with disabilities and survivors were limited throughout the 
period, pensions were insufficient, and discrimination remained prevalent.  
 
The disability sector in Yemen is relatively well-developed and coordinated, but lacks financial 
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and human resources. Again, most services are urban based, while community-based 
rehabilitation is “virtually non-existent,” resulting in only 1.5 percent of persons with disabilities 
having access to services and women with disabilities having even less access.  
 
Mine survivors were almost never integrated into or aware of broader disability programs. There 
also have been reports of survivors being seen as “special cases” already receiving assistance 
elsewhere. 
 
Ahmed Naji lost his both legs in an antipersonnel mine incident while in the army. He lives in a 
very mountainous area in Al-Dhale’e.  
 
“I have been given a wheelchair, but I cannot use it in this area,” he said:. “I feel weak, as I am 
unable to move and services are inaccessible.” 
 
Mine Ban Treaty 
 
The call on governments to implement the Mine Ban Treaty and report release coincide with the 
start of the Second Preparatory Meeting in Geneva Sept 3-4, when around 150 countries meet to 
map out the global mine ban action plan for the next five years.  
 
“It is not enough for countries to destroy stockpiles and clear the land, they must also help the 
people who survived the explosions and now live in the lands and include them in the decision 
making process,” said Marc Joolen, director-general of Handicap International (HI) in Belgium. 
“People living in rural areas need affordable help near their homes and survivors everywhere 
clearly want the opportunity to get a job and rebuild their lives.” 
 
The Mine Ban Treaty is the first international disarmament accord requiring the international 
community to provide “victim assistance”. Although all States Parties are “in a position” to provide 
assistance to survivors, the report finds that less than a quarter of survivors have seen any 
progress in their day to day situation.  
 
“The challenges are daunting and long-term, and survivors are very aware that they are just one  
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Phnom Penh Post (Cambodia)   
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/index.php/2009090428204/National-news/land-mine-victims-
face-bleak-prospects-survey.html 

Land mine victims face bleak prospects: survey 

Friday, 04 September 2009 15:03 Chrann Chamroeun and Robbie Corey-Boulet  

 
Photo by: Tracey Shelton  

Double amputee Chhay Sorn, 47, who lost his leg in 1981 while serving as a soldier, begs along 
the riverside on Thursday. 
 
DISCRIMINATION and poor education are among the factors preventing land mine victims from 
finding jobs, depriving many of access to basic necessities such as food, water and housing, 
according to a new survey of land mine survivors. 
 
Nearly three-quarters of survey respondents said they believed land mine survivors were the last 
to be chosen for jobs, according to a report on the findings from Handicap International titled 
"Voices from the Ground: Landmine and Explosive Remnants of War Survivors Speak Out on 
Victim Assistance".  
 
The report, released Wednesday, was tied to the launch of a campaign calling on an upcoming 
mine action conference to increase assistance to amputees and other land mine survivors. At that 
conference, to be held in Cartagena, Colombia, Cambodia will present its national strategy for 
clearing all antipersonnel mines, a requirement under the 1997 Ottawa Treaty.  
 
Whereas Cambodia has made marked improvements in the medical care and physical 
rehabilitation of land mine survivors, economic integration and employment opportunities are still 
lagging, according to the report, which drew on the responses of 78 survivors.  
 
Chhay Sorn, a 47-year-old land mine survivor, said in an interview Thursday that the bleak job 
outlook prompted him to move from his native Kandal province to Phnom Penh five years ago. He 
now earns between US$1 and $2 each day begging money from tourists on Sisowath Quay.  
 
He said he was injured in a land mine explosion in Pailin while fighting the Khmer Rouge in 1981. 
After he recovered, an NGO trained him to make artificial legs and wheelchairs, he said, but the 
money he was able to earn with that training was insufficient, even though he was unmarried and 
had no children. 
 
"It was very difficult for me to find a job because there is discrimination against crippled men in 
this society," he said.  
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More than two-thirds of respondents said they believed economic reintegration opportunities had 
not improved since 2005, according to the report. Only 17 percent said they had seen some 
improvement.  
 
But the report noted some progress on the discrimination front: 73 percent said they believed 
educational and professional discrimination had decreased. 

 
Photo by: Tracey Shelton  

Double amputee Chum Sokhorn, 46, sells books on the riverside Thursday. 
 
A soldier speaks out  
Former soldier Chum Sakhorn, 46, said he lost both legs in an explosion in Kampong Speu 
province in 1989. His inability to find a job led him to move from his hometown in Takeo province 
to Phnom Penh, where he sells books along Sisowath Quay. He said he earned $5-$7 per day, 
which he said allowed him to rent a house and support his seven children. "I like it better than 
being a street beggar, which is looked down on in society," he said. He said he wanted the 
government to bolster pensions for former soldiers, adding: "We were disfigured for the 
motherland's protection." 
 
Thong Vinol, executive director of the Disability Action Council, said Thursday that he had also 
seen a decrease in discrimination, adding that disability legislation adopted and approved earlier 
this year would be "a key instrument" in reducing it further.  
 
That said, the survey found that discriminatory hiring policies remained in place in government 
schools, and that the Ministry of Social Affairs,  
 
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation continued to insist that job applicants be "able-bodied". 
Officials from the ministries could not be reached for comment Thursday. The report noted that 
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the Education Ministry was "revising its policies".  
 
The survey yielded a particularly dismal assessment of the government pension system, with 
delayed payments and bribery among the issues reported.  
 
The report warned several times that Cambodia's dependence on external support for disability 
services might not be sustainable: "Donor fatigue and prospects of reduced aid were considered 
as challenges to continuing the current level of service provision." 
 
Heng Ratana, director general of the Cambodian Mine Action Centre, said he had not seen the 
report, but that Cambodia had "limited resources" and would need to rely on external support for 
the foreseeable future.  
 
This view was echoed by Chum Bunrong, secretary general of the Cambodian Mine Action and 
Victims Assistance Authority.  
 
"Cambodia is poor. That's why it needs NGOs to help," he said.  
 
The Phnom Penh office of Handicap International Belgium declined to comment in advance of a 
forthcoming press conference to announce the report's findings.  
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Phnom Penh Post (Cambodia) 
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/index.php/2009111829609/National-news/govt-drafting-quotas-
for-hiring-disabled.html  
Govt drafting quotas for hiring disabled 
Wednesday, 18 November 2009 15:03 Kim Yuthana and Mom Kunthear  
 
THE Ministry of Social Affairs is leading an effort to draft a sub-decree that would establish 
disability hiring quotas for ministries and other government institutions, officials said Tuesday. 
The quotas, required under the disability law passed in July, are part of a broader move to revise 
government hiring practices that have been described as inherently discriminatory.  
Speaking at a conference on employment prospects for the disabled, Sem Sokha, a secretary of 
state at the Social Affairs Ministry, said Tuesday that the quotas would “help all the disabled 
people have more success in the labour sector and in the wider society”. 

 
Few disabled people are able to find jobs, so the government should help them. 

 
Thong Vinal, executive director of the Disability Action Council (DAC) and part of a 12-member 
working group tasked with drafting the sub-decree, said it was still too early to estimate what the 
quotas might be. He said the committee, made up of two officials from the DAC and 10 from the 
Social Affairs Ministry, was studying quota systems implemented in Japan as well as in 
neighbouring countries such as Thailand that he said “have similar situations to Cambodia for 
disabilities”, adding that quotas would also be adopted for the private sector.  
Thong Vinal said the sub-decree would be drafted “maybe next year”. 
 
Discrimination allegations  
A report released in September by Handicap International criticised the government for 
discriminatory hiring practices, focusing in particular on the Ministry of Social Affairs, which it said 
“continued to stipulate in its hiring practices that candidates be ‘able-bodied’”.  
 
Thong Vinal said the ministry had revised its requirements for job applicants and hired five 
disabled employees in the past year. Though he could not name the employees’ specific 
disabilities, he said they were physical disabilities, and that “some of them are in wheelchairs”.  
 
The Handicap International report also criticised the Education Ministry for applying discriminatory 
hiring practices in government schools, though it noted that the ministry was revising its policies. 
 
Thong Borann, the ministry’s staff director, said Tuesday that it employed fewer than 10 disabled 
people.  
 
“Most disabled people in the ministry are teachers, but they are not seriously disabled. They are 
just missing an eye or a leg or a hand,” he said.  
 
He said the ministry did not discriminate against disabled people. Rather, he said, the ministry 
had traditionally received few job applications from them.  
 
Beyond problems in specific ministries, Thong Vinal said Social Affairs Minister Ith Sam Heng had 
earlier this year encouraged the government to revise an article requiring that all civil servants 
have “appropriate physical appearance”, saying there were concerns it had been used to justify 
discriminatory hiring practices.  
 
Ngin Saorath, executive director of the NGO Cambodian Disabled People’s Organisation, said 
disability hiring quotas for the government were long overdue.  
 
“We as NGOs are dissatisfied with the government because few disabled people are able to find 
jobs, so the government should help them more in both the state and private sectors,” he said. 
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 Der Standard (Austria)  
http://derstandard.at/fs/1250691774937/Zehn-Jahre-nach-Ottawa-Landminenopfer-Konferenz-in-
Genf-praesentiert-Studie 

Zehn Jahre nach Ottawa 

Landminenopfer-Konferenz in Genf präsentiert Studie  -  

02. September 2009, 09:39 Voices from the Ground (PDF, 9 MB) 

Für den Bericht wurden 1.645 Überlebende von Landmi nen und explosiven 
Kriegsüberresten befragt - die Studie zum Download  

Genf - Laut der neuesten Studie zur Lebenssituation von Landminenopfern sind 67 Prozent der 
Überlebenden der Ansicht, dass ihre Bedürfnisse von den Staaten und der internationalen 
Gemeinschaft nicht berücksichtigt werden. In dem Bericht "Voices from the Ground", der am 
Mittwoch in Genf und weiteren 27 Ländern vorgestellt wurde, wurden Aussagen und 
Informationen von 1.645 Überlebenden von Landminen und explosiven Kriegsüberresten 
zusammengetragen und deren Situation zehn Jahre nach Inkrafttreten der Ottawa-Konvention zu 
Antipersonenminen analysiert. Die Lage von Minenopfern wurde in den unterschiedlichsten 
Staaten untersucht - von Afghanistan bis Äthiopien, von Serbien bis Thailand.  

Die meisten Überlebenden erhielten laut der Studie anfängliche medizinische Versorgung und 
grundlegende Rehabilitationsleistungen, aber speziellere Behandlungen und Folgeversorgung 
waren für einen Großteil der Betroffenen außer Reichweite. Psychosoziale Unterstützung 
beispielsweise wurde generell vernachlässigt oder Familiennetzwerken überlassen. 
Wirtschaftliche Reintegration ist der Bereich, wo die meisten Befragten dachten, dass sich ihre 
Lage verschlechtert hätte: 85 Prozent der Überlebenden waren davon überzeugt, dass sie "die 
letzten wären", die jemals einen Job bekämen, und drei Viertel der Überlebenden meinten, dass 
ihr Haushaltseinkommen ungenügend sei. 

Unzuverlässige Statistiken  

Während Überlebende in vielen Ländern anmerkten, dass für sie und andere Personen mit 
Behinderungen relevante Gesetze und politische Initiativen geschaffen worden waren, sahen sie 
weniger Fortschritte in der effektiven Umsetzung dieser Gesetze und Initiativen. Ein Viertel der 
Überlebenden meinte, dass sich die Koordination der Opferunterstützung verbessert hätte, aber 
nur ein Fünftel, dass sie in die Koordination mit einbezogen wurden. Außerdem waren über 42 
Prozent der Landminenopfer statistisch nicht erfasst worden, während 28 Prozent der 
Überlebenden der Meinung waren, dass sie als Folge solcher Statistiken mehr Leistungen 
erhielten. "Die Zeit ist gekommen, um Überlebende nach ihren individuellen Bedürfnissen zu 
fragen, und zu handeln, und nicht nur zu reden," erklärte etwa ein Mann aus Jordanien, der sein 
linkes Bein verlor, als er während eines Familienausfluges auf eine Mine trat.  

Insgesamt meinten ein Viertel aller Befragten, dass sie im Jahr 2009 mehr oder bessere 
Leistungen als 2005 erhielten: "Ich bin sehr bemüht, mein Bestes für meine Familie zu geben, 
aber auch, meine Selbsthilfegruppe und die Erhaltungsfähigkeit meiner Gemeinschaft 
aufrechtzuerhalten," sagte ein 48-jähriger Mann aus Kambodscha, der sein rechtes Bein 1991 
durch eine Landmine verlor. Ein Sozialarbeiter aus Uganda, der einen Landminenunfall 1989 
überlebte, kam zu dem Schluss, dass sich "Opferhilfe vor Ort noch nicht bemerkbar" mache.  

"Dieser Report verlangt nach viel mehr konkreten Anstrengungen vor Ort, um auf die Bedürfnisse 
von Überlebenden einzugehen", betonte hierzu Judith Majlath, Direktorin der österreichischen 
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Sektion der Internationalen Cluster Munition Coalition, CMC Austria, am Mittwoch in einer 
Aussendung.  

"Die Staaten, die die Zukunft der Ottawa-Konvention zu Antipersonenminen planen, sollten 
beispielsweise einen innerstaatlichen Plan und ein Budget aufstellen mit einem konkreten 
Zeitrahmen für Maßnahmen zur Opferunterstützung, eine staatliche Anlaufstelle zur 
Koordinierung aller Aktivitäten bestimmen", reagierte Alexander Breitegger, Völkerrechtsexperte 
der Universität Wien, auf die Veröffentlichung der Studie. Zudem solle man die Opfer aktiv mit 
einbeziehen und mit den Opfern und den sie vertretenden Organisationen Konsultationen führen.  

"Voices from the Ground" ist nach Angaben von CMC Austria der erste veröffentlichte Report, der 
für die Periode zwischen 2004 und 2009 Aufschluss über die Situation von Landminenopfern in 
den 26 am meisten betroffenen Staaten gibt. Er zeichne ein kritisches Bild über die nicht zu 
unterschätzenden Herausforderungen, um die Verpflichtung aus der Ottawa-Konvention zu 
Antipersonenminen umzusetzen, wonach jeder Vertragsstaat, "der hierzu in der Lage ist," Hilfe 
bei der Fürsorge und Rehabilitation sowie bei der sozialen und wirtschaftlichen 
Wiedereingliederung von Minenopfern leisten und Programme zur Aufklärung über die Gefahren 
von Minen unterstützen müsse. Während der Ottawa-Vertrag der erste internationale 
Abrüstungsvertrag war, der auch eine Verpflichtung zur Unterstützung von bereits bestehenden 
Opfern der verbotenen Waffen enthielt, kristallisiere sich erst im Laufe der Umsetzung dieser 
Konvention heraus, was Opferunterstützung eigentlich bedeute, so CMC Austria.  

Streumunition besteht aus Hunderten kleinen Sprengkörpern, die mit Granaten oder Bomben 
abgeschossen werden. Blindgänger bleiben am Boden liegen und explodieren erst Jahre später. 
Tausende Menschen werden durch diese Munition jedes Jahr getötet oder verletzt. Einige der 
größten Produzenten und Verwender nehmen an den Bemühungen um ein Verbot nicht teil: 
USA, Russland, China, Israel, Indien und Pakistan. Insgesamt produzieren 34 Länder 
Streumunition, und 76 haben Lagerbestände.  

Der Report "Voices from the Ground" wurde auch in den folgenden Ländern vorgestellt: 
Afghanistan, Ägypten, Albanien, Äthiopien, Belgien, Bosnien-Herzegowina, Chile, Deutschland, 
Frankreich, Griechenland, Großbritannien, Indien, Jemen, Jordanien, Kambodscha, Kolumbien, 
Luxemburg, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sambia, Senegal, Serbien, Spanien, Sudan, Tadschikistan 
und USA. (APA)
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http://www.wienerzeitung.at/DesktopDefault.aspx?TabID=3856&Alias=Wzo&cob=435531 

Report über Minenopfer lässt "Alarmglocken läuten"  

Opfer klagen ihr Leid ein 

Von WZ Online  

Genf.  67 Prozent von Landminenopfern sind der Ansicht, dass ihre 
Bedürfnisse von den Staaten und der internationalen Gemeinschaft 
nicht berücksichtigt werden. In einer aktuellen Studie schildern 
Überlebende aus 26 Ländern ihr Schicksal. 

In dem Bericht "Voices from the Ground" wurden Aussagen und 
Informationen von 1.645 Überlebenden von Landminen und 
explosiven Kriegsüberresten zusammengetragen und deren Situation 
zehn Jahre nach Inkrafttreten der Ottawa-Konvention zu 
Antipersonenminen analysiert. Die Lage von Minenopfern wurde in den unterschiedlichsten 
Staaten untersucht - von Afghanistan bis Äthiopien, von Serbien bis Thailand. 

Die meisten Überlebenden erhielten laut der Studie anfängliche medizinische Versorgung und 
grundlegende Rehabilitationsleistungen, aber speziellere Behandlungen und Folgeversorgung 
waren für einen Großteil der Betroffenen außer Reichweite. Psychosoziale Unterstützung 
beispielsweise wurde generell vernachlässigt oder Familiennetzwerken überlassen. 
Wirtschaftliche Reintegration ist der Bereich, wo die meisten Befragten dachten, dass sich ihre 
Lage verschlechtert hätte: 85 Prozent der Überlebenden waren davon überzeugt, dass sie "die 
letzten wären", die jemals einen Job bekämen, und drei Viertel der Überlebenden meinten, dass 
ihr Haushaltseinkommen ungenügend sei. 

Statistisch nicht erfasst 

Während Überlebende in vielen Ländern anmerkten, dass für sie und andere Personen mit 
Behinderungen relevante Gesetze und politische Initiativen geschaffen worden waren, sahen sie 
weniger Fortschritte in der effektiven Umsetzung dieser Gesetze und Initiativen. Ein Viertel der 
Überlebenden meinte, dass sich die Koordination der Opferunterstützung verbessert hätte, aber 
nur ein Fünftel, dass sie in die Koordination mit einbezogen wurden. Außerdem waren über 42 
Prozent der Landminenopfer statistisch nicht erfasst worden, während 28 Prozent der 
Überlebenden der Meinung waren, dass sie als Folge solcher Statistiken mehr Leistungen 
erhielten. "Die Zeit ist gekommen, um Überlebende nach ihren individuellen Bedürfnissen zu 
fragen, und zu handeln, und nicht nur zu reden," erklärte etwa ein Mann aus Jordanien, der sein 
linkes Bein verlor, als er während eines Familienausfluges auf eine Mine trat. 

Insgesamt meinten ein Viertel aller Befragten, dass sie im Jahr 2009 mehr oder bessere 
Leistungen als 2005 erhielten: "Ich bin sehr bemüht, mein Bestes für meine Familie zu geben, 
aber auch, meine Selbsthilfegruppe und die Erhaltungsfähigkeit meiner Gemeinschaft 
aufrechtzuerhalten," sagte ein 48-jähriger Mann aus Kambodscha, der sein rechtes Bein 1991 
durch eine Landmine verlor. Ein Sozialarbeiter aus Uganda, der einen Landminenunfall 1989 
überlebte, kam zu dem Schluss, dass sich "Opferhilfe vor Ort noch nicht bemerkbar" mache. 

Anstrengungen notwendig 

"Dieser Report verlangt nach viel mehr konkreten Anstrengungen vor Ort, um auf die Bedürfnisse 
von Überlebenden einzugehen", betonte hierzu Judith Majlath, Direktorin der österreichischen 

 
Der Kambodschaner Suk 
Pea lernt in einem Reha-
Zentrum in Phnom Penh 

sein künstliches Bein 
bewegen. (© APA/EPA) 
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Sektion der Internationalen Cluster Munition Coalition, CMC Austria, am Mittwoch in einer 
Aussendung. 

"Die Staaten, die die Zukunft der Ottawa-Konvention zu Antipersonenminen planen, sollten 
beispielsweise einen innerstaatlichen Plan und ein Budget aufstellen mit einem konkreten 
Zeitrahmen für Maßnahmen zur Opferunterstützung, eine staatliche Anlaufstelle zur 
Koordinierung aller Aktivitäten bestimmen", reagierte Alexander Breitegger, Völkerrechtsexperte 
der Universität Wien, auf die Veröffentlichung der Studie. Zudem solle man die Opfer aktiv mit 
einbeziehen und mit den Opfern und den sie vertretenden Organisationen Konsultationen führen. 

"Voices from the Ground" ist nach Angaben von CMC Austria der erste veröffentlichte Report, der 
für die Periode zwischen 2004 und 2009 Aufschluss über die Situation von Landminenopfern in 
den 26 am meisten betroffenen Staaten gibt. Er zeichne ein kritisches Bild über die nicht zu 
unterschätzenden Herausforderungen, um die Verpflichtung aus der Ottawa-Konvention zu 
Antipersonenminen umzusetzen, wonach jeder Vertragsstaat, "der hierzu in der Lage ist," Hilfe 
bei der Fürsorge und Rehabilitation sowie bei der sozialen und wirtschaftlichen 
Wiedereingliederung von Minenopfern leisten und Programme zur Aufklärung über die Gefahren 
von Minen unterstützen müsse. Während der Ottawa-Vertrag der erste internationale 
Abrüstungsvertrag war, der auch eine Verpflichtung zur Unterstützung von bereits bestehenden 
Opfern der verbotenen Waffen enthielt, kristallisiere sich erst im Laufe der Umsetzung dieser 
Konvention heraus, was Opferunterstützung eigentlich bedeute, so CMC Austria. 

Jährlich tausende Opfer 

Streumunition besteht aus Hunderten kleinen Sprengkörpern, die mit Granaten oder Bomben 
abgeschossen werden. Blindgänger bleiben am Boden liegen und explodieren erst Jahre später. 
Tausende Menschen werden durch diese Munition jedes Jahr getötet oder verletzt. Einige der 
größten Produzenten und Verwender nehmen an den Bemühungen um ein Verbot nicht teil: 
USA, Russland, China, Israel, Indien und Pakistan. Insgesamt produzieren 34 Länder 
Streumunition, und 76 haben Lagerbestände. 

Der Report "Voices from the Ground" wurde auch in den folgenden Ländern vorgestellt: 
Afghanistan, Ägypten, Albanien, Äthiopien, Belgien, Bosnien-Herzegowina, Chile, Deutschland, 
Frankreich, Griechenland, Großbritannien, Indien, Jemen, Jordanien, Kambodscha, Kolumbien, 
Luxemburg, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sambia, Senegal, Serbien, Spanien, Sudan, Tadschikistan 
und USA. 

Studie 

Voices from the Ground (PDF) 
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Frankfurter Rundschau (Germany)  
http://www.fr-online.de/in_und_ausland/politik/aktuell/1918672_Ottawa-Konvention-Minenopfer-
ohne-Hilfe.html 

Minenopfer ohne Hilfe 

Von Pierre Simonitsch 

 
 
Minenopfer (Bild: rtr) 
 
Zehn Jahre nach dem Inkrafttreten des Verbots von Anti-Personen-Minen beklagen zwei Drittel 
der überlebenden Minenopfer unzureichende Unterstützung. Die meisten von ihnen haben keinen 
Platz im Wirtschaftsleben gefunden. Das auf Kriegsinvaliden spezialisierte Hilfswerk "Handicap 
International" hat 1645 von Minen verletzte Menschen in 25 Ländern zu ihren Problemen befragt.  
 
Bei der Vorstellung des Berichts am Mittwoch in Genf kündigte der österreichische Außenminister 
Michael Spindelegger für die nächste Überprüfungskonferenz des Minenverbots eine Initiative zur 
Umsetzung aller vertraglichen Verpflichtungen an. Die Konferenz findet im November in 
Cartagena (Kolumbien) statt.  
Die 1999 in Kraft getretene Ottawa-Konvention enthält eine völkerrechtliche Neuheit: die Pflicht, 
den Opfern beizustehen. Bisher sind dem Vertrag 156 Staaten beigetreten. Die größten 
Herstellerstaaten von Landminen wie die USA, Russland, China und Indien sind nicht darunter. 
Der Vertrag sieht ärztliche Hilfe, Rehabilitation und psychologische Unterstützung für Minenopfer 
sowie ihre gesellschaftliche und wirtschaftliche Wiedereingliederung vor.  
 
Die Aufgabe ist enorm: In Afghanistan wird die Zahl der überlebenden Minenopfer auf 
mindestens 60.000 geschätzt, in Angola sogar auf 80.000 und in Kambodscha auf über 63.000 
seit dem Sturz der Roten Khmer. In 25 der am stärksten betroffenen Staaten hat "Handicap 
International" Fragebögen unter den Verwundeten verteilt. 
 
Nur 36 Prozent sehen eine Besserung ihrer medizinischen Betreuung; 67 Prozent der Befragten 
erklärten, dass der Staat ihre Bedürfnisse ignoriere. 74 Prozent klagen über zu wenig 
Einkommen. Auf dem Arbeitsmarkt haben die Invaliden kaum Chancen: In Afghanistan sind mehr 
als 70 Prozent der Minenopfer arbeitslos, in Eritrea sogar 90 Prozent. 

 



 40 

Het Laatste Nieuws/De Morgen (Belgium: Dutch)  
http://www.hln.be/hln/nl/960/Buitenland/article/detail/986594/2009/09/02/Slachtoffers-
antipersoonsmijnen-overal-ter-wereld-gediscrimineerd.dhtml 
http://www.demorgen.be/dm/nl/990/Buitenland/article/detail/986594/2009/09/02/Slachtoffers-
antipersoonsmijnen-overal-ter-wereld-gediscrimineerd.dhtml 

"Slachtoffers antipersoonsmijnen overal ter wereld gediscrimineerd" 

 
Overal ter wereld komen regeringen hun engagementen niet na met betrekking tot de 
behandeling en sociale reintegratie van de slachtoffers van antipersoonsmijnen, zo blijkt vandaag 
uit een rapport van de Internationale Campagne voor het Verbod op Mijnen (ICBL). Die beloftes 
zijn vastgelegd in het Verdrag van Ottawa dat in 1999 het gebruik van antipersoonsmijnen 
verbood. 
  
Volgens de ngo Handicap International, die deel uitmaakt van de ICBL, blijkt uit het rapport 
"Voices from the Ground" dat de overlevenden van antipersoonsmijnen slechts zelden worden 
betrokken in beslissingen of activiteiten rondom henzelf. Meer dan twee derde meent dat met hun 
verzuchtingen geen rekening wordt gehouden. 
  
De slachtoffers zijn volgens het rapport voorwerp van discriminatie en moeten optornen met 
talrijke andere kwetsbare groepen om toegang te krijgen tot diensten. Er moet vooral en bovenal 
snel werk worden gemaakt van onderwijs en werkgelegenheid. Negen op tien slachtoffers 
zeggen op de arbeidsmarkt gediscrimineerd te worden. (belga/ka)  
02/09/09 16u51 
 
 
 



 41 

Die Presse (Switzerland, German)   
http://diepresse.com/home/politik/aussenpolitik/505730/index.do?from=suche.intern.portal 
 
Schweiz: Die Träume der Minenopfer 
02.09.2009 | 18:38 |  IRENE ZÖCH (Die Presse) 

Jahrelang war die Genfer Abrüstungskonferenz blocki ert. Unter Österreichs Vorsitz könnte 
es nach dem Landminenverbot bald auch bei Atomwaffe n Fortschritte geben.  

Mehr zum Thema: 

·  Bericht: "Voices from the Ground" 

Genf/Wien. Davor Mestrovic war elf Jahre alt, als er beim Spielen im Wald auf eine Landmine 
trat. Der Bub aus Kroatien verlor beide Beine. Eli Martinez aus Kolumbien arbeitete in einer von 
Paramilitärs umkämpften Goldmine, als eine Landmine hochging. Als er das nächste Spital in 
hunderten Kilometern Entfernung erreicht hatte, war es zu spät. Der 28-Jährige war erblindet.  
 

 

Beide Landminenopfer nahmen an einer groß angelegten Studie der Organisation „Handicap 
International“ teil, die erstmals die Bedürfnisse von Überlebenden in 26 Staaten unter die Lupe 
nahm und nach deren Lebenssituation fragte. Von den 1645 Befragten sind 67 Prozent der 
Meinung, dass ihre Anliegen für die Erstellung der jeweiligen nationalen Aktionspläne nicht 
wahrgenommen würden. Der Kroate Davor etwa will endlich ein vollwertiges Mitglied der 
Gesellschaft sein; Eli möchte, dass auch Menschen wie er auf dem Arbeitsmarkt eine Chance 
bekommen. 

Die von Österreich und Norwegen kofinanzierte Studie wurde im Rahmen der UN-Konferenz für 
Abrüstung am Mittwoch in Genf präsentiert. Außenminister Michael Spindelegger war zur 
Konferenz in die Schweiz gereist, immerhin hat Österreich Ende August den Vorsitz der Genfer 
Abrüstungskonferenz übernommen. Spindelegger unterstrich, dass es sich um eine „globale 
Verpflichtung“ handle, zu helfen, wo man könne. Österreich gilt als führendes Land bei der 
Vorbereitung und Umsetzung des Verbots von Personenminen, der sogenannten Ottawa-
Konvention. 
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Zwölf Jahre Stillstand zu Ende 

Außerdem will der Außenminister während Österreichs UN-Sicherheitsratspräsidentschaft im 
November den Fokus auf den Schutz von zivilen Personen in bewaffneten Konflikten lenken. 
Wien finanziert Minenräumungen und die Rehabilitation von Opfern in Südosteuropa und Afrika 
mit jährlich 1,5 Millionen Euro. 

In Genf ging es nicht nur um den Opferschutz: Auf dem Programm stehen auch Gespräche über 
ein Produktionsverbot für spaltbares Material wie Plutonium und hochangereichertes Uran, das 
zur Herstellung von Atomwaffen verwendet wird. Und dass nun über ein neues Arbeitsprogramm 
geredet wird, ist nicht so selbstverständlich: Zwölf Jahre lang fanden zwischen den 65 
Mitgliedstaaten nämlich keine nennenswerten Verhandlungen mehr statt. Den letzten Durchbruch 
beim multilateralen Verhandlungsforum gab es im Jahr 1996, als alle Staaten das 
Atomwaffentestverbot annahmen. Seitdem konnte man sich auf kein gemeinsames 
Verhandlungsziel einigen – bis Mai. 

Spindelegger kommentierte, dass er sich der großen Verantwortung bewusst sei, die auf 
Österreich zukäme. Eine „atomwaffenfreie Welt“ sei „keine Frage der Ideologie oder der 
Militärdoktrin, sondern der Notwendigkeit und der Vernunft“. Im nächsten Jahr werde man sehen, 
ob die derzeitige Arbeit Resultate bringe, so Spindelegger. 2010 steht die Überprüfung des 
Atomwaffensperrvertrags an. 

� Die Genfer Abrüstungskonferenz ist das einzige multilaterale Forum für Verhandlungen über 
Rüstungskontrolle und Abrüstung. Zu den 65 Mitgliedern zählen u.a. die fünf ständigen UN-
Sicherheitsratsmitglieder sowie Indien, Israel, Pakistan und Nordkorea. 2009 teilen sich den 
Vorsitz Österreich, Australien, Argentinien, Algerien, Vietnam und Zimbabwe. 

("Die Presse", Print-Ausgabe, 03.09.2009) 
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WEBSITES  
 
China.org.cn (China)  
http://www.china.org.cn/world/2009-12/21/content_19104504.htm 
 
By Wu Jin 
China.org.cn, December 21, 2009 
European diplomats campaign for Mine Ban Treaty  
 
In 1991, Kien Le was working in his garden when a cluster bomb exploded. His lost his left leg, 
and his 4-year-old daughter, who was playing nearby, was killed. The accident sent the family 
into an abyss of grief. 
Their lives lost their color that day, said Huong Thi Nguyen, Le's wife. 

Now the couple tours the world, campaigning for the Mine Ban Treaty and sharing their story. 
Recently they were in Beijing to speak at a photo exhibition, Fatal Footprint, at the French 
Cultural Center. Organized by Handicap International, a group that advocates for the physically 
disabled, the exhibition is a call on governments to live up to their Mine Ban Treaty promises and 
eliminate the destruction from landmines and cluster munitions. 

Le and his family is but one of thousands of people who are hurt by leftover landmines. In the 
last 10 years, 73,000 people were killed or injured by landmines in 119 countries, and 32 percent 
of them were children, said Jean Van Wetter, director of Handicap International in China. 

 

"The weapons used in conflicts will affect locals decades after the war," said Herve Ladsous, 
ambassador of France to China. 

More than 30 photos, taken by Tim Dirven, Gael Turine and John Vinck, feature people from 
war-torn countries, including Afghanistan, Cambodia and Ethiopia, living with artificial limbs after 
their accidental touches with landmines. The pictures illustrate the suffering of the victims and 
demonstrate the strength of the survivors. 

According to Voices from the Ground, a report released at the exhibition, victims need four kinds 
of assistance to help them recover and resume normal lives: emergency and continuing medical 
care, physical rehabilitation, psychological support and social and economic reintegration. 
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The Mine Ban Treaty was initiated more than a decade ago to encourage countries to prohibit the 
use, stockpiling, production and transfer of landmines. So far, 156 countries have joined the 
treaty, promising to be landmine-free in 10 years or longer. China has not signed it, but it stopped 
producing and exporting landmines in 1996. It is also gradually destructing stockpiles each year. 

Patrick Nijs, Belgium ambassador to China, said the countries and organization are calling on 
more nations to join the treaty. 

"We need to eliminate the most terrified enemy from our ground," Nijs said. "We have known 
what war is like and don't want other countries to experience what we had gone through." 

Other Websites in China:  
 
People  http://society.people.com.cn/GB/41158/10600861.html 
 
China Internet Information Center 
http://news.china.com.cn/chinanet/07news/china.cgi?docid=7968990445300327055,5253029836
018183263,11634442691772740394,5253029836018183263,0&server=202.108.33.201&port=66
66 
 
Tencent (QQ.com) http://gongyi.qq.com/a/20091218/000006.htm  
 
China Arts Websites  
http://www.cnarts.net/cweb/news/readnews.asp?id=171034&kind=%E6%BB%9A%E5%8A%A8 
 
China Photographer Website  
http://www.cpanet.cn/cms/html/zixun/yingzhan/20091217/41263.html 
 
Chushan News (Arts Website)  http://news.chushan.com/index/article/id/33488 
 
Harmonious China Website http://www.hxzg.net/Charity/2009/1218/4011.html  
 
Century Online China Art Networks  http://www.cl2000.com/detail.php?iInfoID_18600.html 
 
Wuxi news : http://news.wuxi.cn/detail.asp?id=57&serial=593599 
 
NGOCN: http://www.ngocn.org/?action-viewnews-itemid-72220 
 
China News : http://www.chinaxwsx.com/news_Show.asp?id=27634&cataid=A00030003 
 
Expo China : http://expo2010.china.com.cn/news/gongyi/2009-12/21/content_19101754.htm 
 
Sohu News http://news.sohu.com/20091218/n269040545.shtml  
 
China Daily  http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/dfpd/2009-12/17/content_9192503.htm 
 
Shangdu News http://news.shangdu.com/301/2009/12/18/2009-12-18_293176_301.shtml  
 
Xinmin News http://news.xinmin.cn/rollnews/2009/12/18/3105606.html  
 
Zhongshan Radio : http://www.zhongshanradio.com/zh-
CN/displaynews.html?npID=50518&flag=2&newsID=50518&typeid=3251&ctid=17584 
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Relief Web 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/MYAI-7VJ4WX?OpenDocument 

Landmine survivors call on governments to live up t o their Mine Ban Treaty promises 

Source: Handicap International; International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) 
Date: 02 Sep 2009 

New report shows government assistance fails to mee t landmine survivor needs  

Geneva and Brussels, 2 September 2009  - A groundbreaking new report on "Voices from the 
Ground" shows that, despite progress in stockpile destruction and landmine clearance, 
governments around the world are not living up to their promises to treat and reintegrate 
landmine survivors into society. Ten years after the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT) entered into force, 
67% of survivors feel that their needs have not been taken into account by national victim 
assistance plans. The call on governments to implement the Mine Ban Treaty and report release 
coincide with the start of the Second Preparatory Meeting in Geneva Sept 3-4, when around 150 
countries meet to map out the global mine ban action plan for the next five years.  

"I want to live with hope, I believe that I have a chance for a normal life, I wish to fulfil my dreams 
and obligations like all my village friends," said Korab Mula, a 27 year old survivor from Albania 
who lost his two arms and injured both legs when he stepped on a landmine in 2000. Albania is 
one of the few countries where progress was reported.  

The report, "Voices from the Ground - Landmine and Explosive Remnants of War Survivors 
Speak out on Victim Assistance", was released globally by Handicap International and other 
members of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines around the world. It is the first ever 
report surveying survivors' opinions on assistance. The survey was completed in July 2009 and 
includes questionnaires and data from 1,645 survivors in 25 affected countries.  

The report finds that survivors are rarely included in decisions and activities destined to benefit 
them, subsequently more than two-thirds thinks that their needs are not taken into account when 
their governments makes plans to assist them. This lack of inclusion explains why a majority of 
survivors think that their governments lack the political will to provide assistance to them.  

"It is not enough for countries to destroy stockpiles and clear the land, they must also help the 
people who survived the explosions and now live in the lands and include them in the decision 
making process," said Marc Joolen Director-General of Handicap International (HI) in Belgium. 
"People living in rural areas need affordable help near their homes and survivors everywhere 
clearly want the opportunity to get a job and rebuild their lives."  

Survivors are left to battle discrimination and have to compete with many other vulnerable groups 
for a limited number of services. Despite improvements in medical care and physical 
rehabilitation, most survivors still have to fall back on their families and friends for support and by 
far the biggest need is for employment and educational opportunities. Report findings on the lack 
of victim assistance include:  

- Emergency and continuing medical care: the most improvements were seen in medical care, 
with 36% seeing progress, which was mostly due to general health care infrastructure 
improvement. While many report seeing efforts to train staff, most staff are not willing to work in 
rural areas and there is little assistance beyond basic care anywhere.  
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- Physical rehabilitation: 39% of survivors felt the quality of mobility devices had improved. Most 
of these services are provided for by international agencies, but transport to and from the facilities 
remains a problem.  

- Psychological support and social reintegration: Just 21% of respondents felt that psychological 
support and social reintegration services had improved since 2005. While survivors often felt 
more empowered, this had little to do with activities on the ground as services were virtually non-
existent. Survivors had to fall back on family and friends most of the time.  

- Economic reintegration: Unemployment among survivors is rife and 9/10 survivors believe they 
are last in the queue for jobs. Unemployment rates increase significantly after the incident. In 
Afghanistan unemployment of survivors is over 70% and at around 90% in Eritrea. Nearly 74% of 
all respondents thought their household income was insufficient.  

The MBT is the first international disarmament accord requiring the international community to 
provide "victim assistance". Although all States Parties are "in a position" to provide assistance to 
survivors, the report finds that less than a quarter of survivors have seen any progress in their 
day to day situation.  

"The challenges are daunting and long-term, and survivors are very aware that they are just one 
of their countries' many competing priorities, but they also clearly indicate states have not 
provided what is important to them," adds Katleen Maes, Research Coordinator at Handicap 
International in Belgium.  

Notes for the editor   

"Voices from the Ground: Landmine and Explosive Remnants of War Survivors Speak Out on 
Victim Assistance" is the first ever report surveying survivors' opinions on assistance in the most 
affected countries. 1,645 survivors from 25 of the 26 countries declaring responsibility for the 
greatest numbers of survivors responded anonymously to a detailed questionnaire assessing 
progress to the 2005-2009 Nairobi Action Plan of the Mine Ban Treaty.  

The Mine Ban Treaty is the first international disarmament agreement requiring that the 
international community assists the hundreds of thousands of survivors around the world – a 
concept known as 'victim assistance'. Hailed as "a historic victory for the weak and vulnerable of 
our world," the MBT represented a vital promise to those who have suffered the consequences of 
these indiscriminate weapons.  

Handicap International's Brussels-based Policy Unit has since 2001 conducted systematic 
advocacy and research on the human impact of landmines, cluster munitions, and other explosive 
remnants of war, as well as on efforts to assist survivors, their families, and affected communities. 
It also coordinates research on victim assistance and risk education for the Landmine Monitor. In 
all its work it favours a bottom-up approach and direct involvement of those affected. Handicap 
International is a founding member of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL), 1997 
Nobel Peace Prize co-laureate for its work on landmines.  

The ICBL is a global network in over 70 countries that works for a world free of antipersonnel 
landmines and cluster munitions, where survivors can lead fulfilling lives by advocating for the 
words of the Mine Ban Treaty to become a reality. The ICBL and its victim assistance focal points 
from several of the 26 countries with the greatest numbers of survivors joined forces with HI to 
provide an opportunity for the voices of survivors, their families and communities to be heard.  

--------------



 47 

  

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/DKAN-7VXME3?OpenDocument 

Senegal: Mine survivors need opportunities not hand outs 

Source: United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - Integrated Regional 
Information Networks (IRIN) 

Date: 16 Sep 2009 

ZIGUINCHOR, 16 September 2009 (IRIN)  - This club does not want any new members.  

One of the principal goals of Senegal's Association of Mine Victims (ASVM) is to ensure that its 
membership will not grow, by travelling around Casamance, southern Senegal, to educate people 
about the hazards of mines.  

"Many areas still pose a risk of landmines," ASVM president Bacary Diedhiou told IRIN. "And we - 
who have survived mine accidents - are well-placed to tell people about the potential danger."  

At least 93 villages and more than 70km of roads and paths are believed to be contaminated by 
antipersonnel mines or unexploded ordnance - part of the fallout of Casamance's armed conflict 
dating to 1982. The government antimines action centre (CNAMS) has recorded 748 mine 
accident victims, 586 surviving, since the 1990s - 52 since 2005; landmine experts say the 
number of victims is likely higher.  

Along with mine awareness education, ASVM advocates for mine survivors and supports them 
and their families.  

International momentum   

The International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) - a coalition of NGOs - recently called on 
signatories to the Mine Ban Treaty to step up assistance to victims as stipulated in the treaty. 
ICBL is watching countries' progress in the run-up to the November summit in Cartagena, 
Colombia, the second review conference on the status of the treaty, which entered into force in 
1999.  

"States should come to Cartagena ready to firmly declare their determination to remain true to the 
humanitarian objectives of the Mine Ban Treaty," ICBL said in a 15 September statement.  

In its communiqué ICBL says it often hears that the current financial and political environment is 
not conducive to long-term commitments to mine action. "If the environment puts pressure on 
states' budgets, what about the constant pressure on those for whom daily survival is already a 
challenge?"  

CNAMS head of education and victim assistance, Seyni Diop, said the centre has supported 
ASVM and has provided funds to a local hospital and orthopedic centre for victim assistance; he 
said CNAMS will continue to provide financial assistance to survivors. The centre is also 
supporting NGOs in seeking donor funds for demining, mine awareness programmes and victim 
assistance, he said.  
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Boubine Touré, ICBL representative in Senegal, told IRIN the government has fallen short of its 
obligation to victims, adding that the government must take the lead in funding. "The Senegalese 
government must stop waiting for aid from outside donors to assist mine victims. It must begin by 
putting up its own funding; it is an obligation."  

Self-reliance   

For ASVM members, assistance is not just medical care and counselling, but also education, 
skills training and agricultural assistance. Self-sufficiency must be the aim, members told IRIN.  

"It is not about just giving handouts to mine victims," said ASVM member Mamady Gassama. 
"Help him or her to become self-reliant. Outside assistance is not forever."  

One project ASVM is working on would make 30 hectares of land south of Casamance's main city 
Ziguinchor available to mine victims as well as to local residents, for market gardening, livestock 
farming and other agricultural work.  

"The fact that someone has a mine injury does not mean he or she cannot be productive and take 
part in the country's development," ASVM's Diedhiou said.  

Gassama, a mine survivor and university student, said it is not one's injury in itself that constitutes 
a handicap - it is rather a lack of access to the means to make a living and improve one's life, 
family and community.  

"Everyone has some kind of 'handicap' compared with someone else; the key is that a person be 
given the means to work and improve his/her living conditions."  

He said support by UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) has been critical in his and other survivors' 
ability to continue their education.  

Christina de Bruin, head of UNICEF in Casamance, told IRIN over the years ASVM in partnership 
with UNICEF has helped young mine survivors attend school and play an active role in society.  

"It is important that survivors are able to actively participate in all parts of family, school and 
community life."  

ASVM members have taken part in discussions on a new action plan, for 2009-2014, which 
Senegal - as a Mine Ban Treaty signatory - is to present at the November summit, Gassama said. 
"We must have a voice in that process. No one can know our priorities as we do."  

np/aj  

---------------------- 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/MYAI-7WH5WR?OpenDocument 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/doc106?OpenForm&rc=1&cc=sen (Senegal)   
 
Voices from the ground - Landmine and explosive rem nants of war survivors speak out on 
victim assistance  
 
Source: Handicap International - Date: 30 Sep 2009 -  Full_Report (pdf* format - 10.1 
Mbytes) 
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Introduction   
Korab Mula (27) from Albania lost his two arms and injured both legs when he stepped on a mine 
and then fell on another one in June 2000. With international assistance, he was fitted with 
conventional prosthetic arms, but they give him problems and he cannot use them which has 
caused him to feel dejected and depressed. Only with more advanced electronic prostheses, 
which are not available in Albania, does Korab stand a realistic chance to train up for a job, and 
even get married. "I want to live with hope," Korab says, "I believe that I have a chance for a 
normal life, I wish to fulfill my dreams and obligations like all my village friends."  

The Mine Ban Treaty (MBT) is the first international disarmament accord requiring the 
international community to help Korab Mula and the hundreds of thousands of survivors like him – 
a concept known as 'victim assistance' (VA). Hailed as "a historic victory for the weak and 
vulnerable of our world," the MBT represented a vital promise to those who have suffered at the 
hands of these indiscriminate weapons.  

Despite this solemn commitment, survivors are still too often left to do just that – survive – on the 
margins of society, when they should be helped to rebuild their lives and thrive in the heart of 
their communities. This is because they are often among the poorest in some of the world's 
poorest countries and live in places that lack even the most basic services. Their governments 
often cannot afford to help them, and sometimes do not care to, and donors are blind to their 
suffering or have other priorities. But their governments and the international community have 
both a legal and moral obligation to treat and reintegrate survivors into society.  

In 2004, at a special Survivor Summit, survivors recognized that improvements in VA in certain 
countries had occurred, but they also expressed their concern that VA was not a priority and that 
countries needed to improve their commitments. The summit's declaration emphasized the 
responsibilities of affected states as well as non-affected states to "set standards, dedicate more 
long-term resources to reach those standards, and improve the quality and sustainability of victim 
assistance."  

For the first time, this report assesses the situation of survivors in the 26 countries which reported 
responsibility for significant numbers of survivors, commending successes but, more importantly, 
highlighting the gaps that need to be filled.  

The report can be downloaded at:  
www.wmaker.net/handicapinternational_en/.../157298/ - 
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Extem News 
http://www.extremnews.com/berichte/weltgeschehen/d94312a7a79b3d8 

Opfer von Landminen fordern die Regierungen dazu au f, ihre Versprechungen des Ottawa-
Abkommens einzuhalten 

veröffentlicht 02.09.2009 18:37  

 
Handicap International 
 
Der bahnbrechende neue Bericht "Voices From the Ground - Die Stimmen der Opfer" zeigt, dass 
die Regierungen weltweit trotz der Fortschritte in der Vernichtung von Lagerbeständen und in der 
Minenräumung ihre Versprechen nicht einhalten, die Opfer von Landminen zu versorgen und 
wieder in die Gesellschaft zu integrieren. 

Zehn Jahre, nachdem das Abkommen von Ottawa über ein Verbot von Landminen in Kraft trat, 
fühlen 67 % der Überlebenden, dass ihre Bedürfnisse noch immer nicht von den nationalen 
Opferhilfeplänen berücksichtigt werden. Der Aufruf an die Staaten, das Abkommen besser 
umzusetzen, und die Veröffentlichung des Berichts erfolgen zusammen mit dem zweiten 
Vorbereitungstreffen in Genf am 3. und 4. September, bei dem rund 150 Länder über den 
weltweiten Aktionsplan für die nächsten fünf Jahre beraten werden. 

Der Bericht wurde von Handicap International und anderen Mitgliedern der Internationalen 
Kampagne für ein Verbot von Landminen weltweit veröffentlicht. Es ist der erste Bericht, der die 
Meinung der Überlebenden zur Opferhilfe untersucht. Die Studie wurde im Juli 2009 
abgeschlossen und beinhaltet Angaben von 1.645 Opfern aus 25 betroffenen Ländern. 

Der Bericht legt offen, dass Opfer kaum in Entscheidungen und Programme involviert sind, die 
ihnen selbst dienen sollen. Mehr als zwei drittel der Befragten fühlten sich von ihren Regierungen 
in deren Plänen zur Opferhilfe nicht berücksichtigt. Die fehlende Beteiligung erklärt, warum die 
Mehrheit der Opfer an dem politischen Willen ihrer Regierung in der Bereitstellung von 
unterstützenden Maßnahmen zweifelt. 

"Es reicht nicht, dass die Länder ihre Lagerbestände zerstören und die Minen räumen, sie 
müssen auch den Überlebenden von Unfällen helfen, die jetzt in diesen Ländern leben und sie an 
Entscheidungsprozessen teilhaben lassen," sagt François De Keersmaeker, Geschäftsführer von 
Handicap International Deutschland "Menschen, die in ländlichen Gebieten leben, brauchen 
bezahlbare Hilfe in ihrer Nähe und alle Opfer weltweit wollen Arbeit finden und ihr Leben wieder 
aufbauen." 

Überlebende müssen Diskriminierung erleiden und um stark begrenzte Leistungen kämpfen. 
Trotz Verbesserungen in medizinischer Versorgung und physischer Rehabilitation müssen sich 
die meisten Opfer Unterstützung bei ihren Familien und Freunden suchen. Der größte 
Handlungsbedarf besteht im Bereich Arbeit und Bildungsmöglichkeiten. Ergebnisse des Berichts 
über die mangelnde Opferhilfe beinhalten: 

Nothilfe und weiterführende medizinische Versorgung: 36 % der Befragten sahen Fortschritte im 
Bereich medizinische Versorgung, was meist auf verbesserte Infrastrukturen der 
Gesundheitssysteme zurückzuführen war. Während viele angaben, Verbesserungen in der 
Ausbildung von Personal zu erkennen, war das Fachpersonal meist nicht dazu bereit, in 
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ländlichen Gebieten zu arbeiten. Zudem gab es kaum Unterstützung, die über eine 
Basisversorgung hinausging. 

Physische Rehabilitation:  

39 % der Opfer waren der Meinung, dass sich die Qualität der mobilen Einrichtungen gebessert 
hätte. Die meisten davon werden von internationalen Organisationen angeboten. Der Transport 
zu den festen Einrichtungen bleibt aber ein Problem. 

Psychologische Betreuung und soziale Wiedereinglied erung:  

Nur 21 % der Befragten sagten, dass sich psychologische Betreuung und soziale 
Wiedereingliederung seit 2005 verbessert hätten. Obwohl sich die Opfer meist gestärkt fühlten, 
waren Leistungen vor Ort nach wie vor fast nicht vorhanden und mussten vor allem durch Familie 
und Freunde abgedeckt werden. 

Wirtschaftliche Wiedereingliederung:  

Arbeitslosigkeit ist ein weit verbreitetes Problem unter den Opfern. 90 % von ihnen glauben, dass 
sie die letzten wären, wenn es darum ginge, eingestellt zu werden. Arbeitslosenquoten steigen 
nach einem Unfall enorm an. In Afghanistan sind über 70 % der Opfer arbeitslos. Fast 74 % aller 
Befragten sagten aus, dass ihr Einkommen nicht ausreichen würde. 

Das Abkommen von Ottawa über ein Verbot von Landminen ist der erste internationale Vertrag, 
der die Staaten dazu auffordert, Opferhilfe zu leisten. Obwohl alle Mitgliedsstaaten in der Lage 
wären, den Opfern Unterstützung zu bieten, kommt der Bericht zu dem Ergebnis, dass weniger 
als ein Viertel der Überlebenden Fortschritte in ihrer alltäglichen Lage sehen. 

Quelle: Handicap International 
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CMC website  
http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/news/?id=1792 

Handicap International launches “Voices from the Ground” report: Landmine survivors call on 
governments to live up to their Mine Ban Treaty promises 

2009-09-07 

A groundbreaking new report, “Voices from the Ground - Landmine and Explosive Remnants of 
War Survivors Speak out on Victim Assistance“, was released globally by Handicap International 
and other members of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) and the Cluster 
Munition Coalition (CMC) around the world. This is the first ever report surveying survivors’ 
opinions on assistance, and shows that despite progress in stockpile destruction and landmine 
clearance, governments around the world are not living up to their promises to treat and 
reintegrate landmine survivors into society. 

One of the survivors profiled in the report is Aynalem, from Northern Ethiopia, who was injured by 
a cluster submunition on her way home from school in 1998. One of Aynalem’s legs was 
amputated, and since 1998 she has had nine prosthetic legs. Aynalem knows that mines, just like 
the cluster submunition that injured her, are indiscriminate weapons. Cluster submunition 
survivors often require the same services and assistance and live in the same affected 
communities as other mine/ERW survivors. Since her injury, Aynalem has learnt about the VA 
(Victim Assistance) provisions of the Nairobi action plan, which do not discriminate between 
survivors from antipersonnel mines and ERW (other persons with disabilities). The report outlines 
that the Convention on Cluster Munitions drew heavily on the lessons of the Mine Ban Treaty and 
the Nairobi Action plan for its VA provisions. Under lesson 3 in the report, it is highlighted that the 
MBT “needs to re-establish its pioneering leadership by building on and extending the more 
specific language of the Convention on Cluster Munitions.” 

Handicap International’s Brussels-based Policy Unit has since 2001 conducted systematic 
advocacy and research on the human impact of landmines, cluster munitions, and other explosive 
remnants of war, as well as on efforts to assist survivors, their families, and affected communities. 
More information, and links to the full report can be found at 
http://en.handicapinternational.be/Voices-from-the-Ground_a616.html 
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Solidaridad digital 
http://solidaridaddigital.discapnet.es/SolidaridadDigital/Noticias/Europa/DetalleNoticia.aspx?id=62
94 

Las víctimas de las minas antipersonales se siguen sintiendo discriminadas  
Tras diez años del tratado para su prohibición  
Servimedia / Madrid- 03/09/2009  

 
 
Los supervivientes de las minas antipersonales se sienten discriminados y deben competir con 
otros grupos vulnerables para acceder a un número limitado de servicios, diez años después de 
la entrada en vigor del Tratado de Ottawa o Convención sobre la prohibición de este tipo de 
artefactos explosivos. 
 
Un informe realizado por Handicap International y presentado en la sede de Naciones Unidas en 
Ginebra (Suiza), que recoge las opiniones de víctimas de minas en 25 países, destaca que más 
de dos de cada tres personas consultadas consideran que los Gobiernos ignoran sus 
necesidades y que éstos carecen de voluntad política para ayudarles. 
 
La encuesta revela que las principales necesidades de las víctimas de minas antipersona se 
centran en tener un empleo y oportunidades educativas, ya que el paro en este colectivo es 
'altísimo'. 
 
En cuanto a los servicios de salud, pese a los progresos en los cuidados y rehabilitación, la 
mayor parte de los supervivientes de estos artefactos depende de su familia. 
 
El informe fue presentado ante una reunión en Ginebra, donde unos 150 países intentarán 
consensuar el plan de acción antiminas para los próximos cinco años. 
 
La Convención sobre la prohibición de minas antipersonales entró en vigor el 1 de marzo de 
1999 y, a fecha del pasado mes de febrero, está ratificada por un total de 156 países, si bien 37 
Estados, entre ellos China, India, Rusia y Estados Unidos, no son parte de este tratado. 
 
En virtud de este texto, cada Estado miembro se compromete a no emplear, poner a punto, 
producir, adquirir, almacenar, conservar o transferir minas antipersonales, y destruir todas las 
minas antipersonales en su posesión a más tardar cuatro años después de la entrada en vigor 
de la Convención para el Estado miembro en cuestión.  
 
Además, los gobiernos deben destruir todas las minas antipersonales presentes en zonas de su 
territorio dentro de los diez años después de la entrada en vigor de la Convención para ese 
Estado miembro. 
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Webmurcia  
http://www.webmurcia.com/internacional/6076-dificultades-de-los-sobrevivientes-de-minas.html 

Dificultades de los sobrevivientes de minas 

02/09/2009 Fuente: ONU Radio | WEBMURCIA.COM  
Tamaño de la fuente:  

Los sobrevivientes de minas terrestres son discriminados y deben competir con otros grupos 
vulnerables para acceder a un número limitado de servicios. 

Esa es la conclusión de un nuevo informe que recogió la opinión de las víctimas de esos 
artefactos explosivos en 25 países. 

Más de las dos terceras partes de los consultados consideraron que sus necesidades no son 
tenidas en cuenta por los gobiernos y que estos carecen de la de voluntad política para 
ayudarlos. 

El estudio fue realizado por la organización no gubernamental Handicap International. 

Según la encuesta, lo que más necesitan los sobrevivientes de minas es empleo y oportunidades 
educativas, ya que el desempleo es altísimo. 

En cuanto a los servicios de salud, pese a los progresos en los cuidados y rehabilitación, la 
mayor parte de los sobrevivientes depende de su familia y apoyo. 

El informe fue presentado ante una reunión que se celebra en Ginebra, en la que unos 150 
países van a delinear, en el plan de acción antiminas para los próximos cinco años. 

Duración: 1'04" 

Producción: Laura Kwiatkowski 

Escuchar corte de audio 
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Human Security  
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/showRecord_fr.php?RecordId=30527 

Voices from the Ground: Landmine and Explosive Remnants of War Survivors Speak Out on 
Victim Assistance 

Type : Rapport  
Titre : Voices from the Ground: Landmine and Explosive Remnants of War Survivors Speak… 
Source : Handicap International 
Date de 
classement: 

2-Sep-2009 

Date de 
parution : 

1-Sep-2009 

URL : 
http://www.humansecuritygateway.info/documents/HI_LandmineExplosiveRem 
nantsOfWarSurvivors.pdf  

Résumé : Korab Mula from Albania lost his two arms and injured both legs when he stepped on a mine  
and then fell on another one in June 2000. With international assistance, he was fitted with  
conventional prosthetic arms, but they give him problems and he cannot use them which  
has caused him to feel  dejected and depressed. Only with more advanced electronic  
prostheses, which are not available in Albania, does Korab stand a realistic chance to train  
up for a job, and even get married. “I want to live with hope,” Korab says, “I believe that I  
have a chance for a normal life, I wish to fulfill my dreams  and obligations like all my village 
 friends.” The Mine Ban Treaty (MBT) is the first international disarmament accord requiring 
the international community to help Korab Mula and the hundreds  of thousands of survivors 
like him – a concept known as ‘victim assistance’ (VA). Hailed as “a historic victory for the  
weak and vulnerable of our world,” the MBT represented a vital promise to  those who  
have suffered at the hands of these indiscriminate weapons. Despite this solemn  
commitment, survivors are still too often left to do just that – survive – on the margins of  
society, when they should be helped to rebuild their lives and thrive in the heart of their  
communities. This is because they are often among the poorest in some of the world’s  
poorest countries and live in places that lack even the most basic services. Their governments  
often cannot afford to help them, and sometimes do not care to, and donors are blind to  
their suffering or have other priorities. But their governments and the international community  
have both a legal and moral obligation to treat and reintegrate survivors into society. In 2004,  
at a special Survivor Summit, survivors recognized that improvements in VA in certain  
countries had occurred, but they also expressed their concern that VA was not a priority and 
that countries needed to improve their commitments. The summit’s declaration emphasized  
the responsibilities of affected states as well as non-affected states to “set standards, dedicate  
more long-term resources to reach those standards, and improve the quality and sustainability  
of victim assistance.” For the first time, this report assesses the situation of survivors in the  
26 countries which reported responsibility for significant numbers of survivors, commending  
successes but, more importantly, highlighting the gaps that need to be filled. 

Sujets : Armes légères, armes de petit calibre, et mines terrestres  
Régions : Mondial  
Organization : Handicap International  
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Sénégo.com : portail 
http://www.senego.com/assistance-aux-victimes-des-mines-les-senegalais-encore-dependants-
des-ong-internationales/ 

Assistance aux victimes des mines : les Sénégalais encore dépendants des ONG 
internationales 

Publié le 07 octobre, 2009 à 7 h 17 min 

- La politique d’assistance aux victimes sénégalaises de mines reste en partie tributaire de la 
présence d’ONG internationales, selon le rapport 2009, de la Campagne internationale pour 
interdire les mines (ICBL) intitulé ‘’Voix du terrain’’.  

Au moins 570 survivants de mines antipersonnel sont répertoriés au Sénégal, des victimes vivant 
pour la plupart en Casamance.  

L’étude qui couvre la période 2005-2009 a abordé avec les victimes les sujets suivants : l’aide 
médicale d’urgence continue, la réadaptation physique, la réinsertion économique, le soutien 
psychologique et social. 

Selon les conclusions du rapport présenté, mardi à Ziguinchor par l’Association sénégalaise de 
victimes de mines (ASVM), point focal de ICBL, ‘’le Sénégal reste dépendant de la présence 
d’Organisations non gouvernementales pour l’assistance aux victimes de mines en Casamance, 
une présence qui est toujours en déclin’’. 

’’L’accès des survivants aux services reste problématique, en particulier pour ceux des zones 
rurales à cause de l’insécurité, un état déplorable des routes et surtout à cause des coûts des 
services’’, relève encore l’étude. 

Selon le document, ‘’le Sénégal n’a toujours pas développé un bon mécanisme de coordination 
de l’assistance aux victimes’’ et ‘’les besoins des victimes ne sont, le plus souvent, pas pris en 
compte dans l’élaboration des programmes sur le développement’’. 

Un responsable au Centre national d’action anti-mines (CNAMS) a tout de même assuré que le 
Sénégal s’achemine vers l’élaboration d’un nouveau plan d’action pour l’assistance aux victimes. 
 
Dans les ‘’suggestions pour aller de l’avant’’, le rapport prône la recherche de financements 
extérieurs ; mais ‘’surtout’’ intérieurs, en vue d’assurer le développement des capacités 
nationales. 

Il faut également ‘’renforcer l’Association sénégalaise des victimes de mines, notamment par un 
accroissement des supports financiers et en l’insérant comme partenaire à part égale dans la 
planification, la mise en place de la politique de l’assistance aux personnes en situation de 
handicap’’, souligne le rapport. Pour un ‘’meilleur avenir des victimes de mines’’, le Sénégal ‘’doit, 
préconise-t-il, développer, exécuter et coordonner un plan d’assistance aux personnes en 
situation de handicap, avec la participation systématique des survivants, des ONG et les 
ministères en charge de la question’’. 

Rendu public vendredi à Genève, le nouveau rapport qui donne corps aux ‘’Voix du terrain’’ 
(Voices from the ground) montre que, malgré les progrès enregistrés dans le domaine de la 
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destruction des stocks et de la dépollution, les gouvernements du monde entier ne respectent 
pas leurs engagements concernant le traitement et la réintégration sociale des survivants de 
mines. 

Ce tout premier rapport sur l’assistance aux victimes découle d’une enquête qui s’est achevée en 
juillet 2009 et incluant des questionnaires et données recueillis auprès de 1.645 survivants dans 
25 pays concernés par la problématique. 

Selon le rapport, dix ans après l’entrée en vigueur du Traité d’interdiction des mines 
antipersonnel, 67% des rescapés estiment que les programmes d’assistance aux victimes n’ont 
pas pris en compte leurs besoins. 

Le Traité d’interdiction des mines antipersonnel est le premier accord international de 
désarmement exigeant que la communauté internationale prête assistance aux survivants des 
accidents de mines à travers le monde. 

La Campagne internationale pour interdire les mines dans le monde (ICBL) est un réseau présent 
dans plus de 70 pays et œuvrant pour un monde libéré des mines antipersonnel et des armes à 
sous-munitions. ICBL est co-lauréate avec d’autres ONG dont Handicap international du prix 
Nobel de la paix 1997. 

Au Sénégal, selon une étude d’urgence sur l’impact des mines en Casamance menée en 2005-
2006 par Handicap international, 93 communautés de plus de 90.000 membres ont été affectées 
par les mines.  

l’auteur: lemessagersn.info 
Lire l’intégralité ici Assistance aux victimes des mines : les Sénégalais encore dépendants des 
ONG internationales 
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GOVERNMENTS 
 
Austria 
http://bkacms.bka.gv.at/Docs/2009/9/11/info17_de.pdf 
 
Informationen aus Österreich, Bundeskanzlerambt Österreich 
Landminen: “Genfer Konferenz” unter Vorsitz Österreichs 
 
Unter erstmaligem Vorsitz Österreichs ist am 2. September bei der “Genfer Konferenz” der 
Bericht über die Opfer von Landminen (“Voices from the ground” präsentiert worden….  


